
TTIE TOuRNAI OF TErn

FRA~GIIAMAI`DDISTRICT

LOcAL HSTORy AND PRESERVAHON socmTy



CONTENTS

Editorial

P. Macha!chan            Heraldry in Franlingham church, part 2                  2

P. J. Stamard

A. A. Lovejoy

Iran Of Franlingha part 3

Iiprunn hfusean

Popular Legend

Correspondence

Plcwhngnotes

Society notes

7

9

11

14

16

ENTRANCE LINES

TO TEE ELECTORs OF EAST surFOLK!

BrotherElectors,itisanhonourforanycoustituencytohavesopure-sobrave-
so intelligent a spirit to champion their cause.   And it cannot be a matter of

wonderthatbeSnningwithamajorityofnearlytwothousandagainsthimitwas
reducedtolessthanthreehundedatthelastElection,andwehavenodoubtwill
be converted into a majority for hin by five o'clcok on Monday evening next.
Men of Suffolko do your individual duty to swell the rising tide in his favour to
the utmost heicht.

Franlinghan Wleekly News, 28 May \8]0.
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WeareprivilegedinFramlinchantohaveafairrangeofsocial,culturalandpracticalamenities
within the town.  Often, when I meet people elsewhere, and tell them that my home corrmunity
hasaresidentpopulationofperhaps3,000people,Iameamestlyaskedwhetherwestillhaveone
general shop, a post-office, and perhaps even a pub.  Here, we have all of these and much more,
despite not having become a commuter suburb for lpswich, or a satellite town for London (as
happened in not a few East Anglian areas in the 1960s and 1970s).  Our population now is only
500 more than 147 years ago, thouch perhaps a rather hither proportion of the inhal]itants than
wasthenthecase,eamtheircrustbeyondandalongtheA12(while-hopefully-spendingitin
this tour).

TheFramlinchamandDistrictLocalHistoryandpreservationscoietyhashadasitsprimaryrole
formorethanfortyyears,thesustainingandnurturingofprideinandknowledgeoftheheritage
of our historic town.  For many years, this was, in part, achieved by its provision of a museunL
based on a collection of materials lovingly amassed by a distinguished local antiquarian now
sadly deceased.  As described later in this issue ofFrcz77'!, in 1979 that Museum and its contents
separated amicably from our society, but it continues to flourish in the accommodation that it
has occupied at Framlinchani Castle since 1984.

The objectives of the I.anman Museum at the Castle and those of our Society are very similar,
andmuchcanbegainedbypromotingcommunicationbetweenthem.Tohelpthis,theSociety
is  appointing a liaison person to represent it on an ongoing basis,  in discussions with the
Museum's controlling bodies: on a more practical level (!), the Museum Trustees have already
agreed to the loan of framed duplicate copies of the Frcm/I.ng/za[7»  Weefty Ive"s from the
Museum for display in Framlinchan Library, thereby publicising both the Museum and our
Society; and will also be lending material for display at the "I,oder Weekend" in htry of tlris
year.

There is also a longer-term agenda.  To display more effectively the splendid array of pictures
and artifacts that they hold in trust for the towrL the Museum's Trustees are cunently putting
togetherabidforsubstantialgrant-aid.Atthisstage,no-onecanpredictwhichincome-streams
approachedwillprovesuccessful,butundoubtedlythesupportofthistownandofthisSociety
will be critical in taking it forward.

We wish them well.



HERALDRY IN  FRAMLINGHAM CHURCH

fy Peter Machachlan

Pzfflr 2 : TTIE NORTH AISLE

At the west end of the noth aisle,  there is a window with a glass roundel  of the amrs of
Pembroke College.  Pembroke College, like most of the Cambridge colleges, uses the aus of
their founder.Thecollegewasfoundedinl347byMay,dauchterofGuydechastillion,Comte
de St Pol, and widow of Aymer de Valance, Earl of pembroke (died 1323).   The amrs of de
Valance are composed of silver and blue bars with a border of red martlets -swallow-like birds
with neither feet nor beaks; these arms can be seen in the left-hand half of the shield.  The rest
oftheshieldcontainsthearmsofStPol,whichisredwiththreeverticalstripesofvair;thetop
part of the shield is gold with a five-pointed label of blue.  any half of each coat of amrs is
shown.Thsisasystemcalleddemidiating,andisanoldwayofshowingtheamrsofamarried
couple; today the whole of both arms are shown on one shield.   These amrs can be seen in
several other places in the church.

Movingeastwards,wecometotwowalltabletstomembersoftheJeafliesonfinly,allmedical
men.  On each tablet there is an uncoloured coat of arms.  However, they are hatched, that is
carved with lines, to show the colour.   For example, vertical lines for red, horizontal for blue,
and dots for gold.  The Jeaffresous bore a silver fret on a blue shield, with three red leopards'
faces on a silver chief.

In the eastern pat of the north aisle, there are several examples of the arlns of the Alexanders
ofFramlincham,themostnotablebeingthefmewallmonumenttoThomasAlexandertheelder,
and his wife Elizabeth, as well as to other members of their farily.  He died loth December
1664 aged 75, while she died 8th ntry 1654 aged 65.  On the top of the monument is the blue

shieldwithasilverchevronbetweenthreetalbots'heads.Atalbotisatypeofhuntingdog,and
is  quite  often  seen  in heraldry.    At  the  bottom  is  a  quartered  coat  with jAlexander  and
Haberchan.   Thouch it is not certain, it is thougiv that Elhabeth was a rmberfro heiress,
hencethequarteredcoat,whichwouldhavebeenbomebyherchildren.Thberchamisplainand
simple, being silver with three black orosses.

Next to the wall monument is a hatchment, with the arms of Alexander, for an unmarried nude
member of the finily.  It has been suggested that it is either for John, who died in 1661, or for
Joseph, who died 1664.  As John was married, it is more likely to be for Josaph.  A hatchment
ofwhichtherearesome300inSuffolk,wascarriedataperson'sfroeral,andhavinghungover
their front door, was placed in the church.

BelowthehatchmentisaboardcommemoratingThomasAlexandertheyounger,whodied18th
April 1658.  He was the eldest son of Thomas the elder and Elizabeth (see alcove).  He married
Elizabeth, dauchter of John Waldegrave of Badingiv.   At the left-hand end is alexander,
sharing a shield   with Haberchang  for his parents,  and at the other end Alexander with
Waldegrave for him and his wife.  Waldegrave is an  ancient coat of amis being half silver and
half red.Asageneralrule,thesimplerthecoatofanus,theolderitis.SirRIchardWaldegrave
wasSpeakeroftheHouseofcommousduringthereignofRichardll.chotherWaldegravewas
Sheriff of London in 1205.
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Inthefloorofthenorthaisleareanumberofledgerstones,thouchonlytwowithcoatsofarus.
There is one for Thomas Alexander the younger, with Alexander impaling Waldegrave.  The
other, with Alexander alone, for Thomas the elder, and  his wife Elizabeth.

Finally in this aisle is a window with the arlns of the Dukes of Norfolk as used up to the death
of 4th Duke, nanely:-Quarterly 1 Howard 2 Brotherton, 3 Waranne, 4 Mowbray,  The whole
is sunounded by the Garter, and surmounted by a ducal coronet.

The heraldry on the Howard tombs was dealt with in the fust article in this series.

Blazons Of the Arms mentioned in this article

St Pol:
de Valance:
Pembroke College:
Jeafiieson:
Alermder:
haberghan:
Waldegrave:

Gules, three pales Vair on a chief Ch a label of five points Azure.
Barry of ten Argent and Azure an orle of martlets Gules.
de Valance demidiating St Pol.
Azure, a fret Argent on a chief Argent three lcopards' faces Gules.
Azure, a chevron between three talbots' heads erased Argent collared Gules.
Argent, three crosses couped Sable.
Per pale Argent and Gules.

For the Howard quarterings see the previous article.

Alexander Crest:  A talbot's head erased Argent collared Gules.

Frcan Tf }rl3
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NEWSLETTER   0F   THE    FRAMLINGHAM   &    DISTRICT    LOCAL   HISTORY    AND   PRESERVATION       SOCIETY

Pr.Lee   2ky.

FRAMLINGHAM  nearly        During   the  War  very  many   of   us   were   an   inch   away   from  death.
obliterated?              Recently,   thanks   to   the  tenacity  of  purpose  of  a  young  Suffolk

P.C.,   parts  of   the  plane  in  which  Lieut.Joe  Kennedy   (his  brother
later  became  President  of   the  USA)   died  have  been  found   in  a  Blythburgh  wood.     This
courageous  youngster  and  his  co-pilot  were  engaged  in  an  attempt   (six. such  attempts
had  previously  failed)   to  f ly  a  bomber  stuffed  with  12   tons  of  explosive  into   the
steel  doors  of  an  underground  flying-bomb  launching-site  near  Calais.     Over  Kent   the
two  were  to  have  climbed  out  of   the  aircraft  nose  to  parachute  down.     On  12.8.44.
they  started  off  near  Diss  f lying  to  our  town  where.` they  made  a  scheduled  turn  to-
wards  Beccles  also  changing  over  to  control  by  a  following   'mother'   plane.     The  plane
had  diverged  a  little  from  course   (towards  Blythburgh)   and  the  controller  in  the
'mother'  plane  corrected  this  by  turning  Kennedy's  plane  slightly  to  port.     At  that
point  the  plane  and  its  load  blew  to  smithereens.     It  is  thought  that  the  trigger
device  for  setting  off  the  explosive  had  been  activated  by  signals  from  a  radar
station  (an  anti-V2  rocket  project).     Terrible  as  the  loss  of  these  valuable  young
lives  was,   that  rogue  signal  mi.ght  have  come  when  the  plane  was  over  our  town  with
the  loss  of  additional  lives  etc.     The  plane  was  being  followed  by  a  Mosquito  which
was  to  have  photo'ed  thetlowing-up  of  the  target.     In  that  plane  was  Col.  Elliott
Roosevelt,  son  of  the  President,   and  he  witnessed  the  destruction.
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THE INNS OF FRAMLINGHAM, PAST AND PRESENT

As read to the Society by P . I . S;tarn:and. HorL Sec. on 30 November  1959.

pAjzr 3 .. TTH souTII AND WEST OF IRE TOwN

NowtheCrownlm:herewasestablishedtheComExchange,whichwascarriedonthereinthe
Com Hall until a few years ago.  In 1849, the Petty Sessions were held there.  This also was one
of the  houses ouned by M G. 8. Keer and sold at the Auction in 1832 to M John Oaldey'; it
was described as a Posting House with excellent accommodation with stabling for 24 horses.
Therewasalsoahairdressersshopadjoiningthepremises,thisintheoccupationofRIchardl.ay.
ThishairdressersshopstoodonthesiteoftheentrancetotheComlfall,andtherewerestapsup
to the flcor level.   It is stated that the shop was papered with posting bills, horsemanship,
lithographed placards, etc.  M I,ay had a picture inside the shop illustrating Absalom hangivg
on the branch of an oak tree and his mule or donkey running away, beneath which were these
lines as near as we can remember:-

0 Absalom, my son my son
Thd'st thou had thy periwig on

Thou would'st not have been undone.

AttheExhibitioninthedssemblylfallin19532wehadabarber'ssignlentbylpswichMuseun
containing the sane quotation, and which, it is said hung outside M I.ay's shop.  The Crown
was a free house until about 25 years ago, when it was sold to Trust House Ltd., and it is now
under their ownership.

Nextdoor,atBarclaysBank,itisreputedhungthesignof"TheBarkingDicky",but1havenot
been able to corfirm or deny this.

InthecomerofthehharketHill,nowMDurrant'sbutchedsshop,wasthelmknownbythesign
of"TheDuckandnhallard"andnextdcor,wheretheQueen'sHeadlrmisnow,thiswasknown
as"TheBlueBoar".ThiswasalsooneofMKeefshouses,andatonetimethelodchg-house
which was attached to the Inn used to be a Brewery, in which M Revett for a time carried on
business-therewasstablingfor16horses.ThishousecameintotheownershipoftheColchester
BrewingCo.Ltd.,afterwardstolndCcopeandCo.Ltd.,andisnowownedbyI,acousofcheat
Yarmouth.   At this Inn was a "Dosshouse" or lodging-house for down-and-outs.   In Queen's
Head Alley, at the rear of the lnn's premises, was a common lodging-house used for giving a
nicht's shelter to those who had no homes.   It was a sort of half-way house for weary road
travellersbetweentheWorkhousesatEyeandatWickhamhharket,andatranp,oranyoneelse
for that matter, if he had no money, could go to the Police Station in Bridge Street, and on
satisfying the Superintendent of Police who then lived at the Police Station (oh yes, we had a
Superintendent of Police in charge here in those days), he or she could get a ticket worth
sixpence3,whichentitledhimorher,asthecaserigivbe,toasinglebedforthenicht:thebed
wasfourpence,andyouwereentitledtoapennywo]thofbreadandapemyworthofcheese,but
moreoftenthannotthetuppencewasspentonapintofbeer,whichwasthepriceofmildbeer
inthosechys.Ifitwasamarriedcouple,thentheywereentitledtoasixprmyticketforadouble
bed,  with  the  usual  allowance  for  subsistence;  the  doss  house  was  closed  down  on  the
reorganisation of the Poor I.aw System.4
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Neartothe"Queen'sHed",atwhatisknownas"TheOldBank",whereMHenryTuneruntil
recently had his office, was the "Marlborouch Inn".  Subsequent to its being used as an Inr) it
was used by the late Iit G E Jeafiieson and afterwards by his son 1}: Cordy Jeaffieson: M Ron
AIlen ocoupies the dwelling house part of the prenrises.

At the Steppe or Stair House on the Mfket Hill, the Mnsion House of which I have already
spoken as being the residence of M G. 8. Keer, was "The Black Horse", but this was before M
Keer went into residence.  I will not dwell longer here, beyond saying that the Stair House was
taken down in 1832, but pass on down Bridge Street to Well Close Square, where there was an
lnnknownasthe"Kin9sArms",butitsexactlocationisstillamysterytomodem-dayresearch.
Crossing the road to the "White Horse" : this was in existence in about 1750, and it was also one
of M Keer's houses.  At the Auction in 1832, it was purchased by James Brunning for £900;
JanesBrunningwenttothelnntoliveandcarriedonaverygoodbusiness(therewasstabling
there for 26 horses).  He was succeeded by his son, John Brmning, who lived there till about 30
years ago.   Ch his death this house was sold to Steward and Patteson Ltd of Norwich.  Ms
Wells of Sarctead is a granddauchter of Janes Bnmning who bougiv this house in 1832, and
Alice Brunning of Fairfield Road is a great-granddaugiver.

Inadditiontothosementionedchove,therewereotherlnnsorBeerhousesintheCollegeRoad
part of the towlL where beer was brewed on the premises, one in paticular being the Flint
Cottages in College Road, where David Foreman used to live; little, however, is known of these
Irms or Beerhouses.  (IIom Hill, by the way, was the old name for College Road, and Pembroke
Road was known as Strawberry Hill or Red Rose I.are).  Coming back into the towlL opposite
to Brook I.ane, or Potter's I.ane as it is sometimes called, is the Railway Im; in the yard at the
side of the Im was the site of the Old Wesleyan Chapel.  Mr Abrahan Clements (grandfather
ofHerbertClementsinStationRoad)wasthentheI.andlordoftheRailwaylm,andhebougiv
theChapelandpulleditdownin1868,andthesitewasthrownopenforthepuxposesofanlrm
Yard.  A bowling alley was on the site of the Vestry, and there are graves of those who once
were worshippers in the Chapel, which can be found in the yard of this Im5.

But just one moment, I have overlooked the "Shoulder of Mutton".  This was probably where
Herbertclementsnowlivesandcarriesonhisbusinessofhamess-maker,asitslocationisgiven
asoppositeMllsAlmhouses,butitisdefhiteitwasneverthepremisesknownastheRailway
lrm.

Takingaricht-handtumbyMll'sAlmhouses,weranbledownBrcokl.anetothelateMJohn
Later'sfarmthehouseofwhichwasaBeerhouseandknownbythesignofthe"ChenyTree".
Again,notagreatdcalisknownofthislngbutthefannisstillknownbythenameof"Cheny
Tree Farm" .

Returning into Station Road, there is the Station Hotel next to the Railway Station, and this no
doubtcaneintoexistenceal]out1859,theyearwhentherailwaytoFramlinchamwasopened.
I think the construction of the building points to this.  Leaving the town and proceeding along
theWbodbridgeRoad,neartoKettleburchRoadgatecrossing,thebridgeoverthestreanthere
is known as the Castle Bridge, and round the comer into Fairfield Road we come to what was
formanyyearstheFairfieldNurseries,whereamarketgardenwascarriedonbythelateMFred
Clark and his father before him.  The house on these prehises was known by the sign of the
"Castle Im", and I think we are not far wrong when we express the opinion that the licence of

the Castle Irm was transferred, when this house was closed to trade, to that of the Black Swap
and this accounts for the nane of the sign which I referred to at almost the beginning of my
paper, as being painted on the wall of the present Castle Irm.6
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Back in Fore Street, the ancient name of which was Back I.are, our call is at M Browusord's
butcher'sshop:thiswasalsooneofMrKeer'sproperties,andisshownatLotVontheSalePlan.
ItisdescribedasafrecholdpublicHousecalledthe"WagonandHorses"withaslaugiverhouse,
butcher's shop,  stable and also a coachhouse, and was then in the occupation of Francis Bihey.
This was sold at the Auction to M Cobbold for £400, but, as we all know, it ceased to be an lrm
many years ago.  When these premises were closed as an Irm, the licence was transferred to the
Station Hotel.

AndnowmytourofthelnnsofFramlinghamisalmostover,thelastcallbeinginSarmundhan
Roa¢roundthecomerbeyondthebungalowsontheleft,wheretherewasanlrmknownbythe
sign of the "Mll Inn".  There are elderly residents who can still remember the Inn, and even to
this day these sane people still use the name Mll Inn for this property; there again, we do not
knowquitewhenitceasedtoexistasanlm,butitwascertainlyofmuchmorerecentdatethan
some I have mentioned.

Ihopethatthispaperhasbeenofinteresttoyouall,andthatperhapsformanyithasenlichtened
youjustalittleonthepasthistoryofthelnnsandBeerhousesofourTowrLandalthouch1have
on my rounds visited all the Public Houses in Frandinghap both past and present, I will close
as I began, on a sober note, hoping that you are not feeling too bored, or - shall I say - thirsty,
and I thank you all very much for so attentively listening to me for such a long time.

Editor's Notes..     \ Pz.go/'sDj7.ec/ory18234®.465)and1830-1to.756)recordsJohnOakleyas
landlord of the White Horse [Well Close Squne]

See also A. A. Lovejoy's article later in this issue.

2.4 "old" permies = 1p.

r.. e. officially or otherwise in the mid-1830s.

At this  point  Stannard  is  quoting almost  exactly  from Zer7zbe7.f 's 477»rm/
Alrmmack \8]4.

Frcm7. 3rd series no. 2 p.9.

Fran T9q3

MINI-TALKS On   11.12.72.   Tony  Martin   gave   the   first  of  .the  Mini-Talks,   this
on  Henry  Howard   (1517~1547)   Earl   of   Surrey  whose  magnificent

alabaster  tomb   is  perhaps   the  f inest   in  our  church.     His   father,   the  cruel  and  un-
likeable  3rd  Duke  of  Norfolk,   was   king   in  his   own  country  but  never  gave  Surrey  any
part   in  ruling  those  estates.     Surrey  withdrew  into  a  romantic  world  of  his  own  based
on  Sir  John  Mallory's  romanticised  view  of   the  Knights   of   the  Round  Table.     He   took
up   tilting  in  forms  hundreds  of  years   out  of  date  and  wrote  poems  based  on  romantic
Provencal  poetry.     Court   life  was   constant  guerilla  warfare  and  Surrey  despised   this.
In  himself  he  was  undisciplined  and  repeatedly  transgressed  court  rules  e.g.   by
brawling  within  the  precincts  of   the  court.     The  final   issue  was  his  use  of  the
heraldic  arms   of  a  royal  ancestor,   Edward  the  Confessor,  without  formal  sanction.
He  was  condermed   to  death  for  treason  and  was  beheaded  only  nine  days  before  Henry
VIII  died.
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THE LANMAN MUSEUM

fy Andrew A. Lovejoy

Framlingham had to wait until the 1930s before anyone here started taking a positive interest in
thepossessiousleftbehindthemwithaviewtoexhibitingthem.Harold-(1893-1979)
started collecting items  from people in Framlin8ham of historic and sceial  interest,  which
preferablyweretheresultoflocalcraftsmanship.I.anman,afterwhomtheMuseuniintheCastle
is named, was a Framlinchan worthy who had a flair for old things, and was also a fimriture
restorer.  (He lived by the way, for a time on the present site of the Castle Bookshop).  In 1953
anexhibitionwasheldattheAssemblyRoomsinFramlingivmof800objectsmostlycollected
by him.  The exhibition over two days created a lot of interest, and it was decided there and then
that there should be a permanent museum.  A room was taken in Potter's showroom, on P`harket
IIill.   That room soon had to be vacated and the Museum moved to 11  Itouble Street.   The
Museum there was open a couple of aftemoous a week and was manned by volunteers.

By  1978  it was  obvious  that  Harold  I.anman  was  nearing the  end  of his  active  days  of
participation in the work of the Museum.  A committee was forme(I and on 6th June 1979, the
Lanman Museum was opened in the Courthouse.   The site of I,anman Museuni was in the
P\haalstrate's Room above the Library in Bridge Street.

The new Museum was an exhibition which had been put together by outside professional
contractors, and all the items in each exhibition case were exhibited under specific headings.
There was a draw-back.  The Museum was found to be in an isolated position, and the public
visited it only in small numbers; 1500 visitors in a year, despite the generous opening hous.

As it so happened, the Department of the Environment, predecessors to Fhglish Hchtage,
announcedthatarcominthenorthwingofthePcorHouseintheCastlewasvacant,andcould
beusedasamuseum.TheCommitteeoftheI.anmanMuseumrealisedthatagoodopportunity
affordeditself.TheMuseummovedtoitspresentsitein1984.EnglishHedtagenowadminister
theCastle,andtheI,anmanMuseumcunentlypaysrentintheformofaprecaptanountingto
20% of the entrance fees.   The Museum is now visited by about 8,000 visitors a year, and
obviously can be considered very much a going concern.

A museum) by definition, is an institution which collects, documents, preserves, ehibits and
interprets material evidence and associated information for the public benefit.   cud that is
exactly what the I.anman Museum is as well.   The Museum's collection is primarily of local
interestandisveryvaried.Bycoustitution,theMuseumisempoweredtoacquireiterrs(whether
bypurchase,gifts,bequestorloan);restoreandpreserveobjectsofeducationalorartisticinterest
concerned with the life and history of the town of Framlincham or in the broadest sense of
speciallacalinterest,andtomakesuchobjectsavailableforinspectionbyordisplaytomembers
ofthepublic.

The Museum has progressed since Harold I.anmah's day.   There are now many more items
related to the life and times of Framlinchan in this collection than he could have dreamt of.
Some of the items are unique.   Its greatest treasure must be the file of the lonl newspaper
Frcz777/j.#gAcz77iweeftyIvews.ThefrmrwasprintedinFramlinchanbetweenl859andl938,and
theMuseumhastheprinter'scopyofeacheditionprintedthrouchoutthepaper'shistory.Ithas
become a very valuable  resource for local historians.



The bulk of the collection in the Museum, which is being added to all the time, comprises
domestic items, which tells us a lot about the lives of ordinary folk of Framlingivn.  The oldest
artefact in the Museum actually dates from the Bronze Age, but the collection really starts in
1800 or thereabouts.  There is a lot in the colleetion to interest the general public as well as the
expert.

Medem museums, and the I.anman Museuln is no exception, are rqu if at all possible, on
professional lines with outside curatorial advice.   The Museum is managed by a  13-strong
hhanagement Committee, which is entirely voluntary except for the Curatorial Adviser.  There
is, of course, an Hon. Curator.  Each item collected has to be catalogued, preservecL labelled and
interpreted, so there is much work to do on a continuing basis.

TheMuseumwouldnotsurvivewithoutfinance.Tothatend,theMuseumchargesentrancefees
to the visiting public, who can visit the Museum between Easter and September.  A corpus of
50orsoStewardsstafftheMuseumwhenitisopentothepublic,organisedonarotabasis,each
doing a sitting about once a month.  Uhforfunately, because of the large number of Stewards
requiredtomaintaintherotaandforotherreasonssuchasillhealthandpreviouscolintments,
thereisboundalwaystobeafurtherneedtorecruitnewStewards.TheyarevitaliftheMuseun
is to be kept open in the summer months, and, of course, to the financial survival of the whole
enterprise.  If you like voluntary organisatious, the idea of a local museum, and like meeting
pectple, then the I.anman Museum is for you.  If you feel you could spare about 2'/2 hour or so
a month,  manning the Museuln then let me know,  and I will put you in touch with Joan
Flemming the Hon. Rota Secretary.

Running the Museum for the benefit of the citizens of Franlinchan is not only an out of the
ordinarytaskbutalsoaveryinterestingone.Weare,afterall,safeguardingthetown'sheritage.
The town should be proud of the efforts being made on its behalf by the ± Museun's
stewards and trustees, for at the end of the day it would indeed be extraordinary if such an
historic town did not boast a well-rim Museum.

fflj./or's IVo/e..       This paper is substandally that given to Franlincham and Disthct probus in Febrmy
1995.

Fran \9]3

REMEMBER    ? The  twenty  or  so  very   tall  Lombardy  Poplars   on   the  Badingham
Road  just  beyond   the   right   turn   to  Cransford  and  before  Moat

Farm   (with  the   pargetting)   -    sixty  years   ago   it  was   "Charlie  Chambers"I.     Who  planted
that   spectacular  row   ...   and  why?     Towards   the  north-end  one  tree  was  missing  and
legend  had   it  that   it  had  fallen  -as  poplarsare  prone  to  -and  had  killed  someone.
Was   this   so?
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POPULAR LEGEND

Anoc?asi?pel.:eriesinwhichtheEditorexploressomeparlsOflocallorelhalmigivperhapsnolhave
a grain Of truth`

Tim FRANIINGIIAM BRANCH LINE

"TheyhadihiendedtobvildardilwayfromCc[I'npseaAshethroughFrandinghantoli"field".

UntilthepassingoftheLigivRailwaysActinl896,thebuildingofanypublicrailwayintheuKhadto
bespecificallyauthorisedbyaljocalActofparlianent.ThebranchfromcalxpseaAshetoFrandin8ham
\vascoveredbyanActof1854',whichincludedaFramlin8hanbranch,5riles5fulongs8chaiusand
20 links.  There is no reference to the line going on to Ijaxfield.

7%eFrc"/I.#g:faczm7yceftyIvewsbeganpublicationafewveeksafterthebrmchhadfustopenedon1st
June18592.7ifeIvewfincludesmanyreferencestotheactivitiesofthebranchinitsearlyyears,butnone
to any possible extension to I.axfield3.

Nineteenthcemnytradedirectoriesusuallyincludelongintroduetorydescriptiousoftheindividultowus
covered,toremindpetentialcustomers,traders,andresidentsoftheirarnenities.Indeed,White'sSwLoro/4
Z}.rectoryrefersenthusiasticallytoacommodiousterminusatthesouthementrancetothetown4,butno
contemporarydirectoriesrefertothepossibilityofalofieldexteusion,ineithertheirFfaulingivor
their I.axfield sectious5.

Tiningfromnegativetopositiveevidence,oneneedonlylcokatthestationbulldingstheuselves,which
survive, althouch adapted to other uses, adjacent to 77ae Srczfz.o# public house, in Victoria Mll Road.
There were numerous instances in the mid-to-late nineteenth centry where a railway extension was
proposedbutneverbuilt,andwherethestationbuildingsattheczc/ndterminusrefleetedthisbybeing
builttothesz.deratherthanatthee;adoftherunningline.Southminsterqssex),wherethebranchwas
tohavenmontoTillincham,andChingford(Chcaterljondon)withalineintendedtogoontomch
Beeh,arefirlylocalexamplesofthis.AtFramlinghaphovever,therminstation-bulldingsarebeA7.nd
where the buffer-stops would have been:

...the station at its telminus,  including the station master's residence, with its offices, waiting
rcoms,&cfomsahandsomewhitebrickLshapedtwo-storeybuilding,whichhavingitsfrontage
/o"t27ids the town .... 6  [My italics]

If there is a grain of rfuth in this legend, perhaps it derives in part from Green's statenent in his 1865
Cinz.cfe7,describingproposalsofadecadeearlier:

TheinainlinewasoriginallyintendedtorunthrouchFramlinghamandontoThlesworth,butthe
Wickham Market people -to their own inconvenience and that of Fram]ingham -opposed the
proposed course; and the line was consequently diverted between Wbodbridge and Wickham
Marketsoastoescapethelatterplace[i..e.togo,instead,tocanpscaAshe].Fraulinchamwould
therefore  have  been  deprived  of railway  accommodation  had  it  not  been  for  the  almost
superhuman efforts of the late John Peirson, Esq, of Broadwater ....

Inotherwords,therewasatonetimeaproposalthatarailwayshouldcontinuebeyondFram]inin
thouchitwouldhavebeenonaverydifferentalignmenttothatactullyadopte¢andthereisnoobvious
reference to its taking in lofield, which would, of course, be well outside any direct route from
Framlincham to Ifalesworth.   Sadly, Green dces not quote a source for his summary of the original
propesal:Iwouldbedelichtedifanyreaderofthisjoumalcouldsubstantiateit,andprovidefulherdetail.



Edilor's Notes: 17 and  18 Vic., cap.  I 19.
Opening date as quoted in Brczcisha4;'s Jha7./"cD; Adr7!4cz/.... ( 1869) p.  108;
Green, R. i4 Ciri.de /a /he rowi o/Frani/i.ngham ..... (2nd edit.  1865) p.  1 I .

The newspaper began publication three months after the branch opened.  All
issues have been checked from September 1859 to August 1861.

V\lhive,W.AHstory,GctzetteerandDirecloryOfSuffolk....(\8S5i),p.404.

A sample cheek has been made on the following:-
...  Harrod € Co  .._._ Pirec[ory Of Sfflolk \&64, \or]3., rfuf3nys| Post  Cffice
Dj.rcc/ory o/. .. S#o/4 1865, 1869, 1879, 1883; White, swprcr; Mo„j.s & Co's
Commercial Directory ... Of SulJ;olk,1868.

Green, Ch!.dg, p. 87

foi.d, pp.12-13

Fran 19]3

FFEFaE±
lJEWSLETTER   0F   THE    FRAMLINGHAM    &    DISTRICT    LOCAL    HISTORY    &    PRESERVATION    SOCIETY

Fifth  gear  of  publication                                                                                               Price:   2.±P.

Membership  of   the   Society  has   been  steadily   increasing  and   is  now  over   17o.
About  half  of  our  members   live   in  Framli.nghan,   eleven   in  Easton,   ten   in  Sa:{tead,   six
each   in  Badingham,   Demington   and   Sweff ling;     Brandeston,   Earl   Soham  and  Kettleburgh
each   send   five;      from  Cretingham  come   four   and   from  Parham  three.     Two   eac'n   from
Brundish   and  Hacheston;      one   each   from  Bruisyard,   }Ionk  Soham,   Otley,   Peasenhall   and
Sibton.      From  Ipswich  come   two;     four   f ron  East  Anglia  north  of  Laxfield  and   six  from
outside  East  Anglia.     This   splendid   increase  of  members   has  been  due   to   the  excellent
teamwork  of  all  our  members.     Thank  you.

BRICK   FOUNDATIONS             At   the   turn   of   the   century  Peter   Smith   had   a  brickworks   off
Station  Road  on   the  Kettleburgh  Road.     His   two  sons  volunteered

for   the  Boer  War.     In  the  course  of   their  service   they  travelled  miles  across  South
Africa  and  they  spotted  brickearth  to   the  south  of  Johannesburg.   Opting  to  be  demobbed
in  South  Africa  they  set  up  a  straw  hut  and  set   to  making  bricks`     It  was  just   the
right   time  and  place  and  they  supplied  bricks   for   the  considerable  expansion  of  Jo'burg.
They  climbed  to  aff luence  and  at   least  twice  their  children  did   the  Grand  Tour  of
Europe  in  style,   this   including  our   town,   the  source  of   their   family's   character  and
resource.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Castle House
Castle Street
Framlinchan

13-1-98

Ira Editor

FRAM

There  has  been  some  criticism  of the  use  of "FRAM'  as  an  inelegant  chbreviation  for
"FRAMINGHAM'.    This  is,  I  believe,  a misunderstanding.    I  quote  from A  D.  Mlls

mctiorlary Of English Place Nal'nes (1991).

FRANIINGIIAM(SUFFOLK)

Framelingaham 1086 (Domesday Book)

"HomesteadofthefamilyorfollowersofamancalledFRAREIA".0ldEnglishpersonalname
+ ing + ham.

Also

FRANINGIIAMEARLANDplGOTavoRFOLK)

Framingaham 1086 (fromesday Book) Framelinchan Coritis, Framinchan Pigot 1254.

•    "Homestead of the farily or followers of a man called FRAM'.  Old English personal name +

inga+ham.r\hanorialaffixesfromearlypossessionbytheEarlofNorfolk(I]atincomj./is"ofthe
Earl") and by the Pigot finily.

So FRAM seems to have been a Saxon chieftali whose family and ffiends occupied this arca
inOldEndishtimes.ThereisaI.atinquotationinI+oderandHawes'fJz.s/nyo/FHtow/7.»gho
( 1798) which, being translatedO reads:-

ThiswillianH3igod]gavethechurchesofbothFRAMNGIIAM[s;`c]MAJORandMNOR,the
churehatKELESHAL[etc.]tothechurchoftheBlessedMayatTTFTORDandinhertothe
monks of the Order of Cluny serving God, in free and everlasting alms.

This is a reference to the sinking of the W#zj./g Sky in November 1120, in which this Willian
Bigod, as well as the Kings son William, were drowned.

Yous faithfully

Arthur Fdrby



Shirmeus Pightle
nennington Road
Framlinghan

26-2-98

Ilear Editor

Firstly, I should like to congratulate you on resurecting this Journal, and let you know, what a
good response I have received from Members, to the fust two issues of series three of FRAM
It has also been appreciated by visitors to our Bed and Breakfast establishment, one of whom,
an Old Franlinchamian, has joined the society, so as to be able to get further copies.

You have asked for correspondence and articles from your readers.  Some of our members live
in homes which have long and fascinating histories, so I have some reservations in telling you
what I know of the fairly modem house where Phyllis and I live, just outside Framlincham, on
the Dennington Road.  Tliis property started its life in 1934, as t\ro Railway Cariages.  Many
of the long-standing residents of the Town will have known the subsequent owners.  One of the
greatadvantagesofhavinglivedinFramlinchamfortwenty-fiveyearsbeforewepurchased,was
that when we cane to name our new home, we had some local knowledge.  Sydney Gray had
called the house JOKEIA after the chalet that his wife had stayed in, when she participated in
the  Helsinki  Olympic  Games  in  1952;  it  had  previously  been  known  as  Applegarth  and
Quntocks.   Oi the deeds it was stated that Jokela was situated on a piece of land known as
SIHivnvHINs plGITILE.

IcheckedinGreen'sH!.s/oryo/Frcz77'2/j.77gham,whichshowsthat"ShimmenPichtle"in1827was
church land.  I then remembered that Jim Nunn had put all the fleld names on the 1847 map of
Framlinchan.  He gave me a photocopy of the section containing Shimmers Pichtle and to our
surprise,  part  of the  field now  famed by  John Wall,  in  front  of our house,  was  called
COLLETTS CLOSE, and the next field, belongivg to the College, now nanned after another
ouner of this property, PENNY FAR"INGS, was called COLLETTS CLOSES.  The only
person whom I have spoken to who remembers these names, was the late Arthur Kent, who as
a boy played on Colletts Closes.

The last owner of Shimmers Pigivtle before the Railway Carriages were installed in 1934, was
a M Taylor, who was the local retistrar of Births, Deaths and hfarriages. He lived in Pembroke
Road and kept his pony and trap in the field, which he used when visiting outlying villages, to
carry out his duties.  There are people in the area, who have checked their Birth Certificates and
found that their births were retistered by hfr Taylor.   One of our members, M: Artie IIall,
remembers the Taylor boys and tells an hilarious story about how they tried to catch and milk
the goat, in what is now our garden, when he was a boy.  M Eastauch who lived in the house,
Pantile Cottage, now demolished further up the Dennington Road, remembered helping his
father cut the field with a scythe, and then turning it by hand to make hay.

The Gentleman who purchased the field from M Taylor and brougiv in the railway carriages
was, I think, called Mr Contrator; I know very little of him except that his wife gave biith to a
baby here,  and that she was  looked after by hds Violet  Scotchmer, who told me that the
accommodation was warm and comfortable, but that it was an awful long way from the pump
and well, at the far end of the field.  She also said that at about that time, the well was used for
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a few weeks, when the first four houses were completed in Kings Avenue, before the mains
water arrived.   I do not know how long the fust owner lived here, or whether he or Cfrorge
Cooper put the roof over,  and the two rooms between the railway caniages.   I think the
"Ccopers" were living here well before the War.  George Ccoper had the mains water put on,
exchangivgawayleaveacrossthefieldfromKingsAvenue,forasmallpieceoflandattheend
ofthegarden(whichsydneyouyeventuallyre-purchased).MrandMsCcoperlivedhereuntil
1967; one of the chief features remembered by many boys of that time was that George had a
steamengine,justinsidethegate,whichwasagreatfascination.KevinEastaugihasshownme
a photograph of himself, as a very small boy, in the garden here; his mother used to help hds
Ccoper in the bungalow.  I an still reminded of their time here, when I dig up pieces of water
pipe or track in the garden.

In 1967/8, the late Mjor Farthing and his wife, now Ms Nan woods, purchased the property
and they started the process of medemising the bungalow.   They had the railway carriages
removed;wehavephotographsofthercofbeingheldupbypit-propswhilethefootings,walls,
etc., were being built.  They also extended the property to the rear.  For a time, after the death
of hfajor Farthing, the house was let out to students.

OurimmediatepredecessorswereMandltdsSydneyGrayandtheirfamily,whopurchasedin
1980.TheyrentedtheSly'sBoffeyforthesummerwhilstsupervisingthealteratious.Theyhad
the roof raised and put in a bedroom and bathroom upstairs; they also had the garden laid out.
Sadly, hds thy died within a very short time of moving in; Sydney remained until his two
dauchters had finished school.  We purchased in the Autumn of 1984, and have since extended
andalteredthingstosuitourneeds.Weareextremelylucky,thattherewasahouseonthispiece
of land before the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act, enal>ling us to enjoy a comfortal]1e
home and secluded garden.

Yous faithfully

Brian Collett

800-YEAR   COPSE                        Oaken   Hi

Fran L9]3

11,   Badingham   (af ter  which  Oaken  Hill  Hall  was  named)
has   a  gentle   slope   to   the  White  House.     On   the   right  or   east

side   there  was   until   about   twenty  years   ago   a   long  wedge-shaped   copse  of   trees.      That
tiny  wood  must  have  been  there  upwards   of   800  years  because   it   is     sho`m  in   the
Doomsday   (1086)   map   of   the   area.      Doomsday   Book,   William   the   Conqueror's   detailed
assessment  of  his   conquest,   is   on  view  to  all   in   the  Public  Record  Office-,   Chancery
Lane,   London.     The  attendant  will,   on  request,   turn  the  pages   to  show  any  specified
district,
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PLANNING NOTES

fry Andrew A. I.ovejoy

Any ancient English market towrL and Fralnlincham is just that presents a challenge to those
who wish to see both conservation and proper development taking place.  Tochy, professional
planners  (Suffolk  Coastal  District  Council  Planning  Department)  and  amenity  societies
(FramlinchamandDisthctLocalHstoryandpreservationsociety)haveawealthofprecedents
and publications to guide their ways.

Fortunately,FramlinchanislcokedonbytheDistrictCouncil,andofcousebydenizeusofthe
tovm,asbeingalmostaspecialcase.Thepubliciskeptinformedofanydevelopmentsproposed
forthetownbythenumerousplanningapplicationnoticeswhichareaffixedtothedcorsetc.of
propertiestobedeveloped.Itisuptopeopleasgoodcitizeustoreadthosenoticesandtoreact,
if that is what is needed.

Framlinchan presents instances of developments that should and that should not take place.
Recent developments at Franlincham College provide examples of what is acceptable.  The
College,  opened  in  April  1865  and  designed by  Frederick  Peck,  a well-known  Victorian
institutional designer, has recently refurbished the window-frames in the main old block of the
school.   The new frames, at some cost, are identical to those they replace.   This again is an
instance where the proprietors have done well.  The College is also considerably adding to its
stock  of buildings  with  some  new  annexes.    These  have  been  designed  locally  and  sit
comfortablywiththebuildingsof1865.TheCollegeistobecongratulatedforseekingthemost
sensible and sensitive solution for its building plans.

By the way, a wonderful view at nigiv can be had of the College from the Crown Hotel on
Market IHll.  The College from there looks significant and even majestic; a fitting monument
toaplacewishingtopromotethebestineducation.(ThebestviewoftheCollegefromMatket
HillcanbeobtainedfromthebaroftheCrowrLwithapintofAdnausatone'selbow).

Otherrecentexamplesinthetownofsatisfactorydevelopmentincludethefixingofcommercial
signstothefrontageoftheMdlandBankinChurchStreet.ThehfuorHouse,wherethebank
resides, has a certain pedigree.   Signs would seem hi9ily inappropriate, and all banks like to
boast an aura of probity and dignity.  The Mdland Bank's solution for the P`fuor House is a
good compromise, to which norone can object.

Notallplanningapplicatiousarepassed.Aplantointroduceplasticblindstothefrontageofa
shop in Crown and Anchor I.ane was rejected.   RIchtly so.   Plastic and modem blinds with
advertisinglogossitillwithinacouservationareacontext,thouchitmichtbethouchtthatevery
effortshouldbemadetopromotetrade.Asawhole,adetailoutofplacewillirritatethosewho
study Framlincham with a critical eye.

Framlinchaninvolvesthevemacularonthegrandscale.Thatcoustitutesachallengeforthose
wishingtoconservethetoun.AnexanpleinlfoubleStreetforaplantoincludeasatellitedish
onthegable-endofaListedBuildingcreatesproblems.Whentelevisionaerialswereintroduced
in the early 1950's there was an outcry against installing them in sensitive areas.  Today, such
aerials can be installed in lofts, etc., and are no longer so obtrusive.   But what about satellite
dishes?  There is a real problem there.
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Talking of the vernacular leads us to modem developments in Framlingham.   The 29 houses
being built on the Beazer estate on Mount Pleasant are including meaningful vernacular details
without being too fussy.  The vernacular on new buildings can look like mere decoration and as
such grates.  It is a question of using the rigiv building materials characteristic of Suffolk rather
thanconcentratingonvemaculardecoration,whichcanlcokoutofplaceonabuildingdesigned
for the 1990s.  By the way, one of the blocks on that site incorporates an air of the collegiate in
its design, which considering the estate's site, is a sensible inclusion.  AIl in all, providing the
standard of building  is  up to  scratch,  then that estate will  not  detract  from Frandingham's
character.

ItisnotshortofamiraclethatthetownscapeofFramlinchanhasarrivedatitspresentposition.
only three buildings on Mrket mll, for instance, are later than  1830; the building housing
Abbotts (Estate Agents) was built in 1840, Barclays Bank was virfually rebuilt in the year of
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee,  1897 ®ence the arresting decoration on the frontage), and
part of the Guildhall, burnt down in 1956, was replaced by the present Electhcity Showroom.
It is almost uncanny that the interesting buildings of the conservation area have survived the
vicissitudes of the unfortunte changes of the Victorian years.  The Victorians thougiv that the
19th century heralded a new and improving age, and that anything developed and built at that
time was for the better.  Ipswich is a case in point, where much of the rich heritage of that town
was  tom  down.     Franlinchan  escaped  such  dapredatious.     Perhaps  the  inhabitants  of
Framlincham were more conservative than their Ipswich counterparts.  Whatever happened in
Franlincham in the last century, could have been much worse.

On the national scale it was a different story.  It was Ruskin in his book 7ife Sevc# LapS o/
4rchj./ec/Cure  (1849)  who  hichlichted the problems  that Victorians  created  in  the  field  of
conservation.    Willian Morris,  as  Secretary  of the  Society  for the  Protection  of jincient
Buildings (known affectionately as anti-Scrape), raised the banner for conservation.   He and
others waged war against the Victorian restorers of parish churches and cathedrals througivut
England.  Those restorations ae today for the most part deplored.  Morris was vindicated.  cnd
today we are living with his legacy of correct attitudes towards conservation of the building
stock as a whole.

ItwastheTownandcountryplanningActofl947,andsubsequentleSslation,whichsavedthe
day for ancient small towns like Framlinchan.  That act and its successors should be called the
People's Town and Country Planning Acts.

Today,localopinionandtheadvicefromprofessionalssuggestthatcommouseuseandgoodtaste
eventually prevail.    The challenge is to view the town as a whole, and yet to make sure that
individual sites are not developed to the detriment of the whole.  Framlincham is indeed lucky
toshowafacewhich,thegodswilling,willbefullyrecognisableinoverahundredyeas'time.
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SOCIETY NOTES

The Society is very pleased to announce that the late M ILeslie W.C. Pegler has very kindly nde a
bequestofnearly£9,000tothesociety.MpeglerspenthisyouthinFramlinfroandatthattimelived
intheAncientHouse,AlbertPlace.AfteraworkinglifeinBarking,Essex,heretiredtoELuda,where
hediedin1997.HswishwasthathisbequestshouldbeusedforanytlingtheScoietysawfit,witha
viewtopreservingallthatisgoodinFramlincham,atownhemuchlovedfromhisyouth.TheScoiety
hasmeanwhileinvestedthelegacy,andwillgivemuehthouchttoaconstruetiveuseofthatmoneyinthe
future.

The1997/98seasonofScoietyWinterlectureswillendonWchesday15thApril.OnthataccasionM
RoyTrickerwillbetalkingonllenningtonChurch.Thetalkstartsat7.30pmandthevenuewillbethe
United Free Church ELll, RIverside, Flanlingham

The arrangements for the 1998 summer outings promoted by the Scoiety, are well advanced.

20thMy1998VisittoWmgfieldChurch,whichhasbeenbeautifulyrestoredifetat6pmwithcars
at the Elms Car Park, Ffamling]iarm

17thJune1998AnnuallftyOut.TheSocietywillbevisitingLewestoftandSornerleytonlJall.Itwill
beafascinatingday.nrfectat9anattheElmsCarParkHamlinchanTravelwillbe
by coach.

15thJuly1998MPeterMcl.achlanwillbeconductingaGuldedTouroftheheraldyinStMchael's
Church,Framlinchanat6pmMivfacl.achlanistheacknowledgedexpertintheseparts
on matters heraldic.

THIS JOURNAL HAS BEEN PRODUCED
WITH GENEROUS SuPPORT FROM

NUCLEAR ELECTRIC PLC

TypesetbyCatalystSecretarialServices,WellCloseSquare,FrandinghaIP139DT
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EXIT LINES

THE ELECTION

chother battle has been fougiv by the Electors of East Suffolk, and again has
migiv triumphed over richt.  The people and their cause are again left behind in
the race, whilst the powerful few and their truculent myrmidous are declared
masters of the situation for a time.  But, thank heavqu only for a time.

Framlinghan Weekly News, 4 ]uriie \8]0



S'I'.  MICIIAIII.'S CIIIJRCII
FRAMI.INGIIJIM

IS'I` -4'1'11  MAY  l€t€M!

'1`1111  PRIN'I'IIR,  '1`1111  I.ARSON

&  '1'1111  S'I'IIWARI)

A I'RI]SIIN'l'A'I'I0N 0F IIIS'l'ORY
17!M!  -1!)9(i

TWO LECTURES AND AN EXHIBITION

Hawes & Loder
and

The History of Framlingham
1798

DR JOHN BLATCHLY

Friday lst May at 8.15pm

Tickets £3.00

Rev. George Crabbe
and

The Flowers of Framlingham
1798

DR RA¥MOND rlARDINGE

Saturday 2nd May at 7.30pm

Tickets £2.00

An exhibition will run from Saturday 2nd May until Monday 4th May
showing copies  of books  printed  by Robert  Loder  of Woodbridge,
examples  of  Robert  Hawes'  H;story  of FttclmJ®.#givclm  and  a  display
showing"TheFlowersofFramlingham"andwheretheygrew200years
ago.

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAII.ABLE

The above tickets may be secured by sending a S.A.E. and cheque made
payable to:  Tony Martin, 42 College Road, Framlingham, Suffolk.

IP13 9ES.   Both lectures may be attended for £4.50 in total.
Tickets can also be bought at the door.


