
i

'H

t!

\-v,\,

tt



f

Fro[m
The Journal of the

Framlingham and District
Ilocal History and Preservation Society

4th Series Number 9
April 2004

President: The Earl of Cranbrcok
Vice President and Membership Secretary: Mrs. T. Durrant

Chairman: M. V. Roberts       Vice chairman: C. W. Seely
Hon. Secretary: A. A. Lovejoy        Hon. Treasurer: J. A. Broster

Trustees: 8. Collett, A. J. Martin, Mrs. 8. Whitehead, Mrs. T. Durrant

All enquiries concerring Society membership should be addressed to
the Hon. Secretary, 28 Pembroke Road, Frc[ndingham, IP13 9IIA,

telephone 01728 723214

Forbackissuesofthejoumal,correspondenceforpublication,andproposalsfor
articles,  contact the Editor, 43 College Road, Framlin8ham, IP13 9ER,

telephone/fax 01728 724324

Heir of Antiquity! -fair castle Town,
Rare spot of beauty, grandeur, and renown,

Seat of East-Anglian kings! -proud child Of fame,
Hallowed by time, illustrious Framlinghame!

From.  Framlinghan: a Narrative of the Castle,
by James Bird (1831)
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Editor.. M. V. Roberts, 43 College Road Framlingham

Cheshunt Council found the 20th-century  answer to the centuries  accumulation  of drab  and derelict
buildings in a new idea - the comprehensive development scheme.  In the last decade they have made
a start on what will one day  be  a model  town.    Great blocks  of old and crumbling buildings  have   ,,
disappeared in the wake of the bulldozer.   Shining new architectural masterpieces are rising from the
ashes, giving the town a completely new look  ...
A modem roundabout with a gay fountain have replaced the old "triangle" with all its traffic problems
and  decrepit  appearance.    On  the  north-west  and  south-west  comers  of  the  junction,  the  motley
collection of Georgian and Victorian buildings was replaced by sparkling parades of shops.

This quotation from the local paper of my home town of Waltham Abbey, 7lfee Wcefty rcJegrqpfo,
in  its  Centenary  issue  for  May  31St  1963,  will  surely  strike  a  chord  for  all  members  of  our
Society.  We are privileged to live in a town that has been for many centuries (to take only a very
brief reluctant look back at history) at the heart of an underdeveloped hinterland.  To ensure that
Framlingham  as  a  town  continues  to  enjoy  that  commanding  position,  some  difficult,  and
possibly even controversial decisions, will need to be made about its future, by our City fathers,
and some of these issues are addressed in the Editorial that follows.

Over  time,  sadly,  Framlingham  has  only just  been  able  to  maintain  its  population  levels,  at
somewhere in the region of 3,OcO people; and at what cost!   Many acres of prime agricultural
land have in recent years been covered in bricks and mortar, and this at a time when we are being
told that every hectare needs to be utilized for food production.  h the face of this dilemma, the
infomed eye looks, perhaps, to the north of the town's urban envelope, where a derelict and life-
expired structure occupies a large .open space ripe for rerdevelopment.  And to what purpose that
space's present use?  To bring in a few thousand passers-by, to clog up yet further the inadequate
transport infrastructure of the town (a point to which I shall return later).   Can better uses not be
found for this wasteland?

To go only a hundred yards or so to the west, we have a reedy swamp, which every responsible
parent  in this town must regard with grave misgiving - for fishing,  paddling,  even  skating,  a
potential deathtrap for the young and vulnerable.   Perhaps better exploited, then, as the leisure
centre   that   we   need   so   much   in   Framlingham,   with  the   high-tech   amenities   that   many
neighbouring towns take for granted, to occupy the idle hours of both young and old.

And to go to  the Town's central core, what  a distressing experience,  a decaying heartland,  an
epicentre of uurealized potential, ripe for the developer's guiding hand!

I referred above to the town's transport infrastructure, and here again urgent measures are surely
needed.   We have forty-ton trucks using a road network predicated upon the delivery modes of
the horse and cart!   Perhaps here the` measures adopted by our big sister town, a dozen miles to
the south could be instructive.  Forty years ago, Civic Drive in Ipswich carved a stately progress
through "what was previously a very congested part of the town" (I quote from a contemporquy
guideb'ook).   Nd doubt there will be protests here - as there may even have been in Ipswich -
when the bulldozers at last move in, but Luddites are there in every community.
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ROAD UP: Civic Drive, Ipswich being constructed in February 1966.

Photograpl. reproduced courtesy of Eastern Coul.ties Newspaper Gro.p lid.

And finally,  to introduce  a small note of controversy,  our town's largest employer is surely
ill-served by what we have on Framlingham's northern edge.   As the  author David Wallace
said  in  his book Eczsf A#g/jcz  ...  (1939) "On  a hill just opposite  the  Castle  is  an  unfortunate
edifice in red brick, the College."  The motley assemblage of nineteenth century structures on
either side of Dennington Road, is only partly mitigated by the attractive 1980s development
in  the  north-west  comer  of the  site.    One  draws  the  most  unfavourable  comparisous  with
exciting "pods" by the Thames, at the Docklands campus of the University of East London,
only eighty miles south of here.

The agenda proposed by this editorial is a broad, and perhaps even a mildly radical one, but
one that needs urgently to be addressed.   It may be a cause of sadness that Framlingham as a
town "missed the bus" in the  1960s, when so many towns and cities in the UK re-discovered
themselves in tfie destruction and re-creation of their centres and suburbs, but it is surely not
too  late  to  climb back on board  that bus,  so  that we  may,  as  a  community,  and  as  a town,
approach with confidence the coming advent of the twenty-second century.

MVR -1.4.2004
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GlazieKr Plumbel:, Painter and Volunteer:
The Painted Room of casHhe Coinage, Framlingl\am

By John MCEwan

It is with sad:ness that we report the death of Mrs Lochie who died suddenly on 3 April 2003,
in her 91 st year. Our condolences to Judith I+ockie and her brother Colin.

Grs:I:tsht:e:£txtce:::a£.::n::ruys,eLadna;[no€
which  are  Listed.  The  entry  for  CczsfJe
Coffczge (No. 7), made on 25 October 1951
reads:

Grade 11  House.  Early  C18,  with  earlier
core.    2    storeys.    Timber-framed   and
plastered;  ashlar-lined;  pantiled  roof with
overhanging  eaves.  2  internal  chimney-
stacks   with   plain   red   brick   shafts.   3
windows:   small-paned   sashes   in   flush
frames.  Early  C19  6-panelled  door  with
raised  fielded  panels,  panelled  pilasters,
and entablature with roundels. The interior
has a basic C16 2-cell plan, with a 3rd unit
added on the west side; on the upper floor,
evidence of a substantial C 18 roof-raising.
A  timber-framed  and  red  brick  lean-to
along  the  rear.  A  small  parlour  on  the
ground floor  is  decorated  with  a random
collection  of  early  C19  wall-paintings:
subjects  include  a  watermill  in  a  rocky
landscape,   a   seated   man,  possibly   the
owner of the  house,  with  a maidservant;
Daniel  in  the  lions'  den;  a  sea  battle;  2
large buildings,  probably barracks,  and  a
woman playing with a baby. The source of
these is unknown, but they are thought to
show French influences. I

A year later in October  1952, on the death
of Sarah Elizabeth  Page,  widow,  of Yew
Tree  House,  Castle  Street,  two  cottages
(Nos.    7    &   9)   were    sold   to   Ernest
Chambers.  When Mrs  Lockie bought the
cottage   in    1977,   the   paintings   were
covered  by  wallpaper  or  white  emulsion
paint. Mrs Lockie and her daughter Judith
re-discovered  tr!?  paintings  and  carefully
removed    the    wallpaper.    Some   were
cleaned and  attempts made to remove the
white  emulsion  paint.  Others  had  been
lost,  possibly  before  they  were  Listed,
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when a new door was inserted in the north-
east comer of the room.

Mrs  Lockie  expressed  her concern  about
the future of the paintings to her next-door
neighbour    who    drew    the    Society's
attention to them. The Society organised a
visit from Andrea Kirkham, an accredited
wall painting conservator, to see them. The
photographs of the paintings are hers and
are reproduced with her kind permission.

A  newspaper feature  appeared  in  the  Easf
Ang/I.cz73   Dczz./y   r!.77ccJ   which   prompted   a
visit by a camera crew from BBC Look East
and a snippet of about a minute appeared in
their evening broadcast on 19 March 2003.

Figure  I  Room from  BBC's  Look  East,  showing
two of the four painted walls

Visit the website for story:
httD://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-
/I/hi/england/2866027-.stm

There   were   at   least  twelve   paintings   of
various   subjeets   including   landscapes,   a
seascape, family groups, biblical scenes and
a Roman Centurion.  I.arge photographs   of
them are on display in the I.anman Museum
in the Castle. The subjects of the two largest
paintings are discussed below.



The Engagement of Serapis and Bon
Homme Richard

Figure 2 Wall Painting of the Serapis

Charlie Howlett worked for Flick and Son,
auctioneers at Saxmundham and when they
left their old premises in the  Stockyard,  he
gave home to some of the abandoned items
in  his  field  adjacent  to  Infirmary  Lane  in
Framlingham. `Amongst  these  was  an  old
trunk,  which  he  gave  to  Judith  Lockie.  It
contained,    much    to    her    surprise,    two
engravings,   one   being   of   the   sea-battle

painted  on  the  East  wall.  This  had  been
published   on   December   12,    1780   by
Richard   Paton   and   was   entitled   rfoc
memorable Engagement of Copt. Pearson
of the Serapis with Paul Jones  of the Bon
Homme    Richard   and   his    squadron
September 23  1779.3

Figure  3   Etching   of  the   Serapis  with  the   Bon
Horrune Richard September 23  1779

The   captain   of  the   ship   Bo72    Hom77tc
R!.cfeczrc7    was    John    Paul    Jones,    an
American   naval   officer,   born   1747   in
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Kirkbean, Kirkcudbright, Scotland. During
the American War of Independence, he:

surprised  the  two  forts  commanding  the
harbour  of  Whitehaven,  spiked  the  guns,
and  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to fire
the   shipping.   Four   days   thereafter   he
encountered   the   British    sloop-of-war
Drake,   [...]   near  Belfast,  and,  after  an
hour's  engagement,  forced  her  to  strike
her  colours  and  accompanying  to  France
as a prize.  [. . .]  On the way back to France
[in   1779]  a  large  Fleet  of  merchantmen
were    encountered,    convoyed    by    the
heavily   armed   Scrczp!.f   and   the   armed
sloop  Co4!#fej's  o/ Sccz7'Z7orozdgfe.   [...]   The

desperate  battle,  one  of  the  famous  sea
engagements   in   history   took   place   by
moonlight  and   lasted   three   and   a   half
hours.  In the end, the English commander
asked   for   quarter.   The   Bo#     Ho77"e
R!.cfecz7`d  was  so  badly  shattered  that  she
sank the next day.  But Jones'  men brought
the Scrapi.s back to France.4

Maidservant and Frcrmlinghcan Volunteer
Its position is on the south wall to the west
of the window.   The listing describes  it as
`a  seated  man,  possibly  the  owner  of the

house,  with  a  maidservant.'  The  man  is
dressed in a red and yellow uniform.

Figure 4 Maidservant and Framlingham Volunteer

Richard  Green  mentions  that  the  earlier
Volunteers  were  formed  in  1798  but  `the
uniform  they  wore  was  a  blue  coat,  with



black  velvet facings  trimmed  with  silver
lace, white kerseymere  small clothes, and
short  black  gaiters;  hats  with  fur  across
and   cross   belts.'   In   `1801,   when  their
services  being  no  longer  required  they
were disbanded.'  However, this is not our
soldier.  Green  goes  on  to  report  on  the
next band of Volunteers:-

1803,-upon the  breaking out of the war
again  in  this  year,  the  same  spirit  was
called into action, upon which a new and
more  extensive  corps   was  formed  and
equipped   for   service.   This   was   first
commanded  by  John  Shafto,  esq.,  upon
whose resignation Mr.  Stanford succeeded
as  major.  The  entire  b.ody  consisted  of
about  two  hundred  and  forty  members,
forming three companies, who, with their
military band together with drummers and
fifes,   made   a   very    soldier-like   and
respectable  appearance  in  the  field.  The
corps  wore the true military dress,  viz.,  a
red jacket  tuned-up  with  yellow,  white
small  clothes, long black gaiters,  and felt
caps. Thus constituted, they led a quiet life
of Ao7»c  scrvz.cc,  mustering  occasionally,
at twenty  shillings  a year each man until

1814,   when  the  din  of  war  no  longer
requiring  men  to  be  soldiers,  they  were
rightly  sent  to  the  ri.gAf obozff,  and  their
arms  and  accoutrements  returned  to  the
government  stores.   On  field  days,   the
corps  displayed  a  handsome  flag  having
the  appropriate  motto-"Our  King  and
Country,"   within  a  wreath  of  oak  and
laurel  combined,  which  was  presented  to
the Blues by the I.adies of Framlingham.5

The  description  of the  uniform  corresponds
with  that  won   by  the   gentlemen  in  the
painting.     Some     Framlingham     residents
believe he is Major Stanford. Charles Spencer
of  Public   Records  Office,   Kew   writes   it
might be a painting of an cfficer. However,
as can be seen from the Table  1 below there
are  ten  officers  in  the  Framlingham  Mlitia
talrfuen from the War Of f ice list of Of f icers of
the  Militia,  the  gentlenen  Of the  Yeonra]'i:ry
cavalry and Vol.uateer lrfantry Of the Unded
Kz.7?gdom published  31 March  1807  together
with  dates  from  the  Hamlingham  Patsh

\
Realsters.  It refleets the  1806 return, for in
1807   George   Mayhew   was   replaced   by
Ja- Legrt[6

Table 1 List of Officers Of the Framl:inghan Militia - 3 r  March 18Or

Rank                 Name                                              Joining Date      Corxpany     Parish Register Entries

Major                John stanford                                   17 Dec l803                            d. 31 Aug 1838 aged 88

Captain Jasper Peirson

John Fdwards

Thomas Pcole

8 Aug  l803            1st

8 Aug l803          2nd

8 Aug  1803           3rd

d. 28 Dec 1838 aged 72

d.  23  Jan  1832  aged  50
or 20 Sep 1845 aged 66

Lieutenant       John Aldrich

George Edwards

Charles Clubbe

8 Aug  l803            lst

8 Aug l803          2nd

22 May 1804           3rd

b. 30 Jar.  1755

d. 310ct 1836 aged 83

d. 24 Aug 1876 aged 89

Ensign Thomas Bennington

George Mayhew

John Goodwyn

8 Aug  1803             1st

8 Aug 1803           3rd

22 May  1804          2nd

Chaplain           William Browne (Rector)             22 May 1804

© 2003 John MCEwan 7



Three of the  names above are mentioned
by  the  anonymous  writer  of the  column
`Framlingham   65   Years   Ago'   in   the

Franlingham Weekly N ews..

JOHN EDWARI)S carried on the  business
of   a   tanner   on   the   premises   now
occupied  by  Mrs.  Revett.  The  family
originally dwelt at Dennington Hall. He
resided  in  the  house  now  occupied  by
Mrs. Webber.

JASPER  PEIRSON  was  the father  to  the
late  John  Peirson  Esq„  of Broadwater
and late Goodwyn Goodwyn, Esq.,   and
was captain over the old Volunteers  of
that  early   date.   The   family   is   now
disconnected with the town, the last link
being   severed   when   Mrs   Goodwyn
Goodwyn     passed     to     her     rest.
The peirson  family   were   deservedly
much honoured in the town, as  to John
Peirson  Esq.,  the  town  certainly  owes
gratitude for the fact of being connected
with  the  Great  Eastern  Railway.   [...]
Jasper  married  a  sister  of  Mr.  John
RIwards, the tanner.

JOHN STANFORD  was, we are iliformed,`
father  to  the  late  Wingfield Alexander
Stanford of Badingham and grandfather
to the  present W.  A.  Stanford,  Esq.  He
was a major in the old Volunteers, and
resided  at  the  house  now  occupied  by
Dr. Drew.7

Major John Stanf ord

John Stanford was born around  1750.  His
name  first  appears  in  the  Framlingham
Parish  Registers  on   12  September  1775
when   Susan   Stan ford,   spinster   of  the
parish of Badingham  and John  Burmam,
bachelor of Framlingham were married by
the   rector   Richard   Fowller   and   their
witnesses were John Stanford and Robert
Berry. If this was his sister then perhaps he
was from Badingham as well.

On   10   October   1783   Sarah   Stan ford,
spinster  of  Framlingham,  married  John
Welton, bachelor of Badingham by banns
in  Framlingham  church.  Their  witnesses
were George Hayward and Robert Berry.

© 2003 John MCEwan

Perhaps     John     was     absent     from
Framlingham    on    military     service.
However,  he  had  also  married before  he
returned to Framlingham as two years later
John Stanford, widower and Any Fowller,
widow, both of Framlingham were married
by   licence   on   13   September   1785   in
Framlingham Church. The witnesses to the
marriage   ceremony,   conducted   by   the
Rector    William    Wyatt    were    Jenny
Alexander,    Lucy    Hall    and    Maurice
Alexander.

Amy Fowller was an Alexander before she
married  the  rector  Richard  Fowller  on
16 November  1774.  Richard died aged 67
and was buried on 9 April  1784.

The Alexanders  were a prominent family
in the town.  According to  Richard Green
around    1635    `Sir   Robert    [Hitcham]
appointed     Thomas     Alexander,     of
Framlingham,  gent.,  his  chief steward of
the  two  manors  of  Framlingham  at  the
Castle and  Saxted.'8 Their memorials  are
in Framlingham church as well as one to
Richard and Any Fowller.

In   1787   on   28   October  they   baptised
privately  their  son  Wing field  Alexander
who  had  been  born  the  day  before  (27th).
Amy was buried on 26 March  1795. John
lived on for another 43 years and his death
was   announced  in  the  Jpswz.cA  Jowr7roJ
dated 8 September 1838:

JOHN STANFORD 1750-1838
31st   Ult.,   at   Framlingham,   sincerely
respected John  Stanford,  Esq.  in the 89th
year of his age.

Serjeanl-Major Mark Cobb

He  was a' full-time  soldier and officer as
the   Pay   List   and   Return   show   him
receiving the princely  sum of £33  17s 6d
for  a  year's   work   in   1805.9  While   at
Framlingham,  Mark Cobb married on 24
November  1806,  Elizabeth  Marshall  of
Framlingham.    Their    witnesses    were
Sophia Newson and  Sarah Robinson. The
following  year  sadly  brought Elizabeth's
death while giving birth to their first child,



Sophy,  who  was  baptised  on  29  August
1807. Elizabeth was buried two days later
on   3lAugust   in   the   east   side   of  the
churchyard. Her memorial reads:

Elizabeth Cobb,
wife of Mark Cobb,

28th August, 1807, 23 years.

0 Readers all 0 think I pray
How I though young was snatched away

I in the prime of life did fall,
God sent, and I obey'd his call.

How sudden was my awful flight,
Well in the moming dead at night ;

Therefore ye young take home this line,
Your fate may be the same as mine.1°

Four  years  later  on  25  April  1811,  Mark
marries    Mary    Clodd    Philips.    Their
witnesses  were  Susan  Cobb  and  George
Clodd. The next year Mary Ann was born
and baptised privately on 3 February 1812.

The setting up Of the Volurtteers

An  interesting  contemporary  view  of the
creation of the Volunteer militias is given
in the  diary of William Goodwin,  Doctor
and  Farmer of Street Farm,  Earl  Soham.
The  diaries cover the  period  1785-1810'`
and   are   being  transcribed  by   Mrs.   J.
Rothery of Earl Soham. The transcriptions
below   are   taken   from   the   web-site:
http://www.earl-soham.suffolk.gov.uk/.

William Goodwin records in his diary the
progression of the events leading up to the
war in France. He notes on 7 March  1803
that:

The king  sends an unexpected message to
Parliament,  requiring  to  prepare  for  War,
on    a    pretence    that    Buonaparte    was
preparing for it; which he did not appear to
be; but Mr. Pitt's determination to hold the
barren  rock  of  Malta  contrary  to  the  late
Peace, was  thought the real  cause.'  [...]  In
consequence of the above a severe pressing
for ye navy took place everywhere and the
Militia were ordered out.

On  11 March he co.mments that `the bustle
and confusion very general and France and
Bonaparte  grossly  and  meanly  abused  in
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Parliament,'  and on 21  April that  `war or
Peace still undetermined -  [Press-ganging]
for  Seamen  very  general  and  murdering
those that resist not  very  uncommon.'  In
May   he   reports   that   on   12th,   `Lord
Whitford  our Ambassador  at  France  left
Paris,'  on  14th,  `the  French Ambassador
left London,'  on  16th,  `War  Declared  by
the King ordering out Letters of Mark etc
against ye French, for reasons that appear
inadequate to many,' and on 19th

the first ship taken from  France in  this
new   War.   [...]   Hanover   taken   by   a
French  Army;   its   palace   was   newly
repaired at the expence of 60.000£s and
in possession of our king's Son the duke
of   Cambridge,   who   had   a   narrow
escape.    The    Elbe    is    shut   against
England.   Hanover   contains   about   a
million    of    Souls.     [The]French
merchant-men supposing it Peace, daily
taken in great numbers and their Crews
imprisoned.  The  French  have  supplied
`their   Army   and   new   clothed   and
mounted  it from  the  horses  and  stores
found in Hanover.

He notes that the June Budget is to raise a
War Tax for the duration of the war on the
following articles:

Table 2 Pitt' s taxation for the war

Item                Revenue (fe)              Tax

Sugar
Exports
Cotton wool
Tonage on Ships
Teas
W,ne lot a pipe
Spirits
Malt

1,3cO,000
460,coo
250,000
150.000

I,300.000
1.000.OcO
I,5cO.OcO
2,700.000

Income on                     4,700,000
property

4[d.] a pound.
One percent.
Id a lb.

15 percent.

50 percent.
2/- per Bushel
On   about  90
millions     of
Income

Total                              12,500,000

On June  17th he writes that `War declared
against Holland,  [...]  France  threatens  to
invade England with 200,coo men' and:

New  Army  of Reserve  to  be  drawn  in
all  parishes  as  the militia are, but to be
sent to Ireland, Guernsey, etc, etc and to
be   inveigled   into   ye   Regulars.   The



aversion  to  this  service  was  such  that
40-50  and  100G[uinea]s  were  offered
for substitutes; and women beg[g]ing in
the   roads   for   money   to   save   their
husbands from this cruel compulsion in
a Land of Liberty.

He also records that  `large glass windows
double  taxed  if containing  30  superficial
feet,'  but does not mention the wallpaper
taxes (see below).

An  announcement for a formation  of the•   Volunteers    appears    in   the    /paw.cfe

Journal.12

Volunteers
Call by the Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk
Requests   that   such   gentlemen   as   are
disposed to raise Volunteer Corps, whether
of Cavalry  or Infantry  would be  please to
send  their  proposals,  a Return,  specifying
the  proposed  establishment  of  the  Corps
they   mean   to   raise,   as   officers,   non-
commissioned  officers  and  Privates  with
the Names of the Officers.

[...]

Camp at Thorington                              Euston
July l7th 1803    Lord Lieutenant of suffolk

It  is  most  likely  that  William  Goodwin
also   saw   these   advertisements   in   the
Jpsw.cfe  Joz4r#cz/   and   in   July   1803   his
entries describe the preparations:

After drawing  50.000 for the  Army  of
Reserve - all males from  17 to 35 -from
Ditto to 45 and from 45  to 55  are to be
called  on  as  the  Army  en  Mass,  to  be
exercised  on  Sundays  and  place  their
Arms  in  ye  churches  to  be  called  out
when the French I,and.

Rebellion  in  Dublin.   Lord  Kilwarden
and  40  others  killed  in  the  city.  The
rioters  were  stop[pe]d  by  the  military
and  many  shot  and  others  afterwards
hanged   which  put  a  stop  to  further
insurrections.

The  regulars  -  Mlitia - Volunteers  Navy
and Amy e# masse anounts to 2 millions

Barracks for soldiers are building every
where    at    a    most    shame face   and
enormous  waste of public money,  1800
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men  are  employed  at  Ipswich  and  as
many  at  Woodbridge,  they  are   paid
from 3/6 to 5/6 each per day Cam about
1/3 -are paid double wages on Sundays,
when    carting    -    sawing    building,
drinking  swearing  and  debauchery  go
on  in  a  greater  degree  for  being  the
Lord's day.  Thousands of the mob meet
a  few  sober  folks  going  to  church  -
What an excellent example this, set by a
pious  Government?  -  Workmen  cost at
Ip[swich]  and Wood'ge  -about  1000£s
per   day.   [A4clrg!.#     IVofc..I   Hundreds
answer  when  called  -  then  absent;  till
called again.  [. . .]

Our  steeples  are  fitted  up  with  high
poles  for  red flags  to  be  hoisted  when
the  French come, and  with Tar barrels
to be fired as signals of ye Enemy.   Hail
folly and absurdity!

Regulars                                      130.000
Volunteers                                 340. 000
Volunteers in Ireland                70.un
Regulars in Ireland
Militia about
Pike men
Sea fencibles

50.OcO
70.On
70.OcO
25.cO

1803  Navy of England in commission -
repairing and building of the Line -  194
/ 50 Frigates etc. etc. in Toto -656.

In October 1803, William enters `invasion
daily expected to take place in Essex Kent
or Sussex likewise in Scotland and Ireland.
Calais and Boulougne Bombarded 3 days,
when the England Expended 400 barrils of
Gun  powder and  ruined 2 french boats a
ground..

By  the  end  of the  year the  Pay  List and
Return  for   1803   shows   that  the   First
Company of the Framlingham Volunteers
managed to raise  179 men,  6 Drummers,
15 non-commissioned officers, a Serjeant~
major and  10 officers by end of 1803 and
each  man  managed  to  complete  twenty
days of Exercise for which they received a
Shilling a day.13

It looks as if they were based in the Castle
for Richard Green (1834) writes:



There is at the base of the second tower,
to the left on entering at the Castle gate,
a  newly-erected  and  embattled  parish
cage.  In  the  heart  of the  wall  between
that  and  the  third  tower,  is  an  ancient
recess,  which  during  the  last  war  was
inclosed    with   a    strong    door,    and
appropriated    to    the    use    of    the
Framlingham Volunteers, as a depot for
ammunition and other warlike stores.]4

Table 3  Other Rcunks

Other rcmks

The    volunteers    consisted    of    three
companies  with  about  sixty  men  each.
Each  had  three  sergeants,  two  corporals
and  two  drummers.  The  Militia  Muster
Rolls  identifies  the  volunteers  for  each

year  between  1803  and  1813  when  they
were disbanded.

Rand                     No.                     1S' Conapany                           Zed company                            3rd company

Serjeants              1

2

3

C orporal s            1

2

Drummers           1

2

Leggatt, James

Burman, William

D-enny, Willian

Bridges, Edward

Cooper, John

Clodd, Edward

Pipe, Edward

Tydemann, Zebediah

Kersey, John

Kersey, Robert

Bennington, Nath'

Titshall, William

Underwood, Wi||m

Paxman, Henry

Fruer, John

Walker, Roberts

Grout, Soloman

Clerk, Isaac

Goodwyn Sam'

Clayton, Robert

Pallant, Robert

Who is the sitter?

Richard  Hayes  observed  that  he  is  not
wearing the volunteer insignia on his belt.
The  insignia  is  on  display  in  the  I.anman
Museum at the Castle.

Figure  5  Framlinghcun Volunteer' s  Insignia (from
a photograph by Norn'ian Sherry)

Mrs  Gillian  Brewer from the  Department
of  Uniforms,   Badges  &  Medals  at  the
National  Army  Museum  feels  that  `the
sitter was  an  other rank.'  She  goes  on  to
say  `however, the lack of clear detailing in
the  photograph  [...]  precludes  a  definite
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response.'   She  had  looked  for   `several
"pointers"  [...]  that  could  have  indicated

rank  [for  example  he]  is  not  wearing  a
sash;   the   buttons   appear   to   be   placed
singly  rather than  in  groups,  although  the
buttons  could   be   gilt  (an   indication  of
rank); the waist belt should pass under the
shoulder straps,  these  do  not appear to be
epaulettes  or  wings,  although  once  again
the lack of clear detailing makes a definite
resp0nseimpossib|e.'L5

Closer inspection of the painting shows no
additional  features.  No  stripes  are  shown
and   he   is   unlikely   to   be   a   drummer.
Therefore  we  must  assume  the  sitter  had
no rank and is probably a private.

It could  only be  an officer if one  believes
it  was  painted  after  the  Volunteers  were
disbanded   and   the   painter's   and   other
viewer's memories for detail did not serve
them  well.   But  would  it  be  likely  that
Major  Stan ford  or  any  other  officer  be
painted within such a plebeian setting?



Wallpaper and Walll Paintings
Although wallpaper had been around since
the   middle   of  the   seventeenth-century,
Charles Oman writes that `it is impossible
to  regard  the  wallpapers  at the  beginning
of the eighteenth century as anything more
than the attempt by those of more modest
means  to  ape  the  hangings  of the  rich.'
Wallpapers  were  manufactured  as  sheets
and each sheet was subject to excise duty.
Although   a  ban  on  the  importation  of
foreign  wallpapers  was  lifted  in   1773  a
custom duty was imposed. The excise duty
was one and a half-penny a sheet and this
was  increased  to  one  penny  and  three-
farthings in  1777.  By  1800 wallpaper duty
was   raising   £24,811   per   annum,16   and
£63,795  in  1834.[7

Oman   claims   that   `the   decline   in   the
industry's    standards    of    artistry    and
workmanship,  [...]  was  [...]  so  marked  in
the first half of the  nineteenth  century."8
How  `general  was the  desire  to  evade the
tax  was  shown  by  a  revival  of the  art  of
painting directly on to the plaster of walls.
[A]  petition  was addressed to Lord North
by the principal  paper stainers  of London
in  the  summer  of  1778,  begging  him  to
extend the wallpaper tax to wall paintings,
in order to crush this temporary revival  of
a venerable art."

The excise and customs duty on wallpaper
was   a   serious  form  of  revenue   to  the
government.  When  in  1801,  an  invention
to  produce  continuous  lengths  of  paper
was  to  be  used,  the  revenue  vetoed  it for

thirty  years.  The  Napoleonic  wars  caused
further  rises  in  both  custom  and  excise
duty  which remained until  1847.  In  1835,
it was found that the duty (1s. 3cJ.) formed
half the cost of a ` piece' of wallpaper.

Castle Cottage
The house in Castle Street was still  shown
in the  Framlingham Rate  Books  assessed
on  April  9th   18402°  as  being  owned  by
Richard Rowlands, but let to Henry Smith,
Fishmonger.     Two     years     later     the
Apportionment of Rent Charge (dated 17th
March  1842)2]  show  the  house  was  plot
960  and belonging to  Richard  Rowlands,
in spite of it being assigned to creditors in
1835  and being wound-up in the spring of
1837.   It   also   records   the   Occwpz.er,  as
`Henry  Smith  and  another',  the IVcz;77cs  &

DCJcri.pf!.o#  as  `House  &c.'  and  the  Arccz
as ` 12 Perches'.

Figure 6 Tithe Map 1842

Table 4 Owners and Occupiers taken from the abstract of the title Of Castle Cottage before 1895

to west                                  of west part                                       of East part                                   to East

Robert Fulcher Damant castell/Damant castell       /Elizabeth  Newson  (Smith's     Robert Fulcher
Shop)

Robert Drake                 Robert wane/Emily warne             /Widow smith                               Elizabeth sherwcod

John Thomas page                                                                           George Leggett
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Conclusions
The anonymous contributor to the column
`Sixty-Five Years Ago' writes:

ROWLANDS,  RICHARD,   painter   and

plumber, lived in a house now occupied
by  Mrs.  Wane,  in  Castle  Street,  who
was  the  person that decorated the  walls
of    the     front     living     room     with
landscapes.  He  had  one  son,  who  left
the town. 22

The     author    would     have     been     an
octogenarian   or   near   to   one   to   have
recalled  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  and
their occupations. But as the columns were
open  to  scrutiny  by  fellow  citizens  in  the
Town,    some    of   which    did    send    in
comments,    we    can    believe    Richard
Rowlands  was  the  artist.     Certainly  the
deeds of the house show that Emily Warne
did occupy  Castle  Cottage,23  and  the tithe
map shows Rowlands had owned it.

Figure 7 Rural scene by waterfall

Richard Rowlands was born in Wa|es24
and the mountainous landscapes and
shorelines could be reminiscent of his
birthplace. It appears the images were

painted by different hands (e.g. Roman
Centurion), and therefore his son John
Rowlands, who gave his occupation as
painter in  1834, could also be one of the
artists. It is unlikely the Underwoods had
any hand in it as the front of the house was
remodelled in the early nineteenth-century.

© 2003 John MCEwan 13

Figure 8 The Roinan Centuriori

We  can  conclude  that  the  paintings  were
done after the cottage was remodelled and
the wallpaper tax provided an incentive for
Richard   Rowlands   to   be   in   the   wall

painting  business,  but  probably  not  the
cause of his removal as it was not reduced
until  1847 and finally abolished in  1861.

Richard Rowlands and his son would have

painted    them    after   he    acquired   the
premises   in   January    1808   and   before
20January  1833    when    Richard    was
innkeeper   in   Friston.25   Details    of   the
Rowlands family  and  why  the family  left
Framlingham  will  be  discussed  in  a  later
Paper.

John MCEwan, Frcunlingham, © April 2003

itjhn@framlinRh_am.ore
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TIIE RIVER ORE AND LOCAL TRANSPORT:
EVIDENCE AND SPECUIATION

By Andrew A. Lovejoy

The River Ore at Framlingham forms an important component in the landscape of the town,
not  least  with  its  over-large  population  of  mallards,  who  provide  endless  enjoyment  to
pedestrians walking along Riverside,  and irritation to drivers obliged to  share the road with
ever-hungry ducks.

The river itself rises just north of World's End Farm above Saxtead Little  Green.1.   It then
flows  through  Saxtead  Bottoms,  Framlingham  Mere,  the  town  itself,   and  Parham  and
Hacheston,  then  below  Marlesford joins  the  River Alde,  which  in  turn flows  to  the  sea  at
Orford Ness, having passed through Aldeburgh and Orford.   Interestingly the name "River
Ore" re-asserts itself as the commonly-used term for the conjoined rivers on the approach to
the sea.

There  is  no  documentary  evidence  known  to  this  author, which  suggests that the  Ore was

;o£:e:eor:::E¥tnnaovt£::bLeyfnnat:leg:ba[set.coft::tT2eyF::::r::£r:gE=puMj:eseos:t]h7e83rreef;rasstnoo:::
in print on the first (one-inch) Ordnance Survey map of the Framlingham area, published in
the  1830s.   Clearly therefore,  any t:ase for the  navigability of the Ore  must be built around
more indirect evidence.                                                      `

There are one or two pieces of circumstantial evidence that might support the hyriothesis that
the river was used for transportation in the medieval period.  At that time the Mere certainly
was a place where boats were kept.3  And in the eighteenth century an anchor was discovered

Farti=¥£r:.:h,:¥:Ec:[e6f£:=::,::esi£:Co=etflthoa;s:5h£PSaJeCarvedonthepillarsof

A case can also be made out of logistic necessity, for the presumption that the Ore was used
for transporting stone and other building materials,  as they were used in the construction of
Framlingham Castle and St. Michael's Church.   Five different building materials were used
in  the  construction  of the  Castle  and  the  church,  three  of which were  certainly  not  local.

E::yhc=;Porisseh::,e:nr:C5sfor°s:pra:i:aanndd#£ni:.t!°%::°hn:f=::s:ft£::S;h£:'teBrfar]r°=:srtagu:re:;
in part at least, have been conveyed to its destination by water.  The transport of heavy goods
by land was, until the end of the eighteenth century, prohibitively expensive.  Stone is said to

Faat::fo°ru:;eedr.£bnopmr:Cterf:rice:eerryef::cFi]eesssftth¥nash:1:ii:dr:t¥swf:::::da::::£Sa::.¥ni¥;h::t:i:hhet
few English quarries able to send their stone far afield at that time depended in almost every
case on the accessibility of water transport.8

It is quite clear from  a map  showing the relationship of medieval  castles in Suffolk to  the
river systems of the county that nearly all of their sites are on rivers.   Framlingham Castle is
no exception.9  Suitable transport of materials was essential for successful building projects in
the middle ages.  The River Ore might just have been the right answer for Framlingham.

Examples  can  be  found  elsewhere  of  the  adoption  of  water  transport  for  major  building

:eavse:::t:£endn;sis?dcfaonrat]h:::::s¥oarst::nat:tuecrt£::ff:::hethbeu:[£::n°gfoBfui[:yprp£:r°yr.¥ot°But]eyR£Ver
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On  a  national  scale,  the  castles  built  in  Edward  lst's  reign  (127.2-1307)  along  the  Welsh
border almost au had a means of access to the.sea.]]   The case for assuming that, all things
being equal, the River Ore must have been used for conveying stone and other materials to
Framlingham begins to carry conviction.

The River Ore today in its upper reaches is really little more than a ditch, which shows its full
potential only in flood conditions.   How could it have had commercial transport status?   At
the  time  the  Castle  was  constructed  at  the  end  of the  twelfth  century,  the  sea  level  stood
higher than today.12   The  Ore,  despite its relative proximity to  its mother stream,  the River
Aide at Marlesford, was not tidal.   Nevertheless, the Aide at high tide could have acted as a
dam which, when coupled with the head of water created by the Mere (22 acres in  1200),[3
might  have  kept  the  level  of the  River  Ore  at  a  functional  level  for  transportation.    One
wonders, were the rivers of East Suffolk in medieval times more substantial than is now the
case?  It is impossible, categorically, to answer this, but it is pertinent to note that the Mere, a
pre-historic feature perhaps over 10,000 years old,14 was much larger in the past.   The Mere
today  measures  barely  20%  of its  size  around  1200  AD.t5    Clearly,  with  damming  at  its
southern exit, the Mere could have provided a substantial head of water.  That head was used
to provide  energy for a tannery which lay on the site of the present Elms development off
Bridge Street, with also a mill sited below where the river left the Mere.16  The River Ore in
past centuries seems to have been a more considerable stream than it is now.

One other form of navigation should be mentioned.   Even in medieval times, the Ore could
have been of only  marginal utility  if its normal depth was  insufficient for water transport.
The use of the flash flood system of navigation may have provided the  answer, as was the
case with other rivers.17 The Ore might have been temporarily dammed downstream of a boat
and a head of water built up to enable it to travel upstream to the Mere.   The boat could then
continue on its journey until it again became grounded.  The process of damming could then
be repeated.

It  seems  that  the  River  Ore  may  have  been  at  one  time  in  a  condition  to  be  used  for
transporting  heavy  materials.     The  circumstantial  evidence,  plus  a  scenario  common  to
several sites in Suffolk, may suggest one is on credible ground in claiming a navigable use
for the River Ore.   However, the study of the River Ore as a transport conduit could only be
taken further with the discovery of firm documentary evidence.
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1.        Trig.     Ref.     255664     0rchance     Survey     Pathfinder

986 (1988).
2.         Pembroke   College   b,   quoted   in   M.   Brown   and   P.
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7M26SEJ)       (Cambridge,       Historical        Monuments
Commission,  1997)  p.  14  [Brown  and  Pattison  refer  to
the    Mere    as    a    man-made    feature,    but    this    has
subsequently been disproved by geological investigation:
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3.        ["On   the   West   Side    of   this    Framlingham]    Castle
spreadeth  a  great  lake,  which  is  reported  to  have  been
once    navigable".        H.    Sampson,    "The    History    of
Framlingham Castle"  in J. Leland, Dc Jtcbus Brjfarmi.cis
Co//ccfanco  (London,  White,   1774)  vol.  2,  p.   682  -
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F+.  G[eeT\.  The  History,  Topograpky  and Antiquities  of
From/I.ngftam and Sax:red (London,  Whittaker,  1834)  p.
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JOHNCAIUS,TRESTURGEON,TRESEAPEAAVDTHERIVERORE

By John Black

John  Calus  was  born in Norwich  on  October  6th  1510.    He  entered  Gonville  Hall,  Cambridge,  on
September12th1529.InaccordancewithcustomheLatinisedhisnamefromKeystoCaius,retaining
the original pronunciation.  Though initially interested in theology he tuned to medicine, and studied
anatomy  under VesaHus in Padua.   On returning to England he developed a flourishing practice in
London and gave lectures and demonstrations in anatomy.   In 1547 he became a Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians, and President in 1555-1561, 1562-1564 and 1571-1573.   In 1571 he refounded
GonvilleHallasGonvmeandCaiusCollege,wherehewasMasterfrom1559-1573.HediedonJuly
29th  1573,  aged  63;  his  tomb  is  in  the  chapel  of Gonvme  and  Caius  College'.    In  his  book,  De
A"I.or%mAnfroJinartyueSft.xp..kmHisforid..I,I.berC/#us(1570)[AhistoryofrareanimalsandplantsI,
he wrote:

About Cemchus (A spiny fish)
TheCeruchusisalargefish,aboutthesizeofaCtercusoraseal,withamouthproportionatetothesize
of its body  and amed with  three  rows of teeth  [Figure  1].   Even further inside  the jaws themselves
thereisaprofusionofsharpteeth;therearealsoprotuberancesoneachside,hardandamedwithteeth,
whicharequiteseparatefromeachotherbutsituntedcloselyandinlinewitheachother;amilkyring
sunounds the pupils of the  eye.   Its  body  as  a  whole  resembles  the  colour of the  flesh  of our own
donkey,  which  we  call  fawn.    Both jaw  Bones  consist  of  two  cartilages,  both  pairs  of which join
together at the point of contact so that they link together in a natural way, both at the chin itself and in
the centre of the upper jaw.   The lower jaw is resplendent with a kind of miniature beard around its
outeredge,hangingdownastwintufts.Theupperjawappearstobeirregularduetoitsprotuberances
and spines.   The two cardlages which comprise it, curved as they are on the upper lip at the point of
contact support two blunt tusks, not excessively prominent, and about the thickness of a finger.  From
thesejawsquiteinsignificantratherthanprominent,thereprotrudetwospinesoneachside,aboutthe
thickness Of a finger and a half from the cheeks.   Between these a horn arises from the centr-e of the
head, a palm and a half in length and as thick as a man's thumb.   Close behind it project two larger
homs,hard,bladyermandpointed-actuauyal]outafootandahalfinlengthandasthickasthearm
ofasevenyearoldlad.Itisfromthisthatwehavegiventothecreature,otherwiseunknown,thename
of spiny(Cinchus).Behindthemfurther,lesserhousorspinesarearrangedoverthewholelengthof
itsbackatregularintervalsasfarasthetail,becomingsmallerastheyrecedefromtheheadandlarger
as they approach it  It has a tail not dissimilar to the wing of a bat, but thicker, also it has two rear flns
which grow out of its back with short arms and at its extremities open out to reveal a thick membrane
overlaid,asinthewingsofbats,by23longribswhichariseatthecentralarmandbecomepointedat
the edges of the fin.

Immediatelybehindfivethinribsformgillsoneitherside,andtheseareextendedalmostintotheshape
of wings.Sproutingfromthebellyyouwillobserveobviouslegsandfromthemtwoskin-coveredfect,
thick in texture and divided into five toes,  but lacking nails and with a thick membrane between the
toes,  thin  at  the  edges  and  tough  and  hairy  beneath.   The tail  and  wings,  when  opened out,  almost
resemble a half-moon with pointed ends.

Thespinyfish,intriguedbyalittleboatconsistingofcanvasandmadewatertightwithgreaseandpitch,
followed it to the shores of Britain between I.owestoft and Pakefield  in  Suffolk,  and,  after being left
stranded by the ebbing tide,  was killed by the men of Lowestoft in the year of Our Ijord  1570 in the
month  of February.    Its  head was  brought  to  us  in  Ijondon  in  the  month  of May  in  the  same  year,
soakedinwatertopreventitbecomingwrinkledasitdried,accompaniedbyalife-likedrawingofthe
fish.   We saw it and handled it and had a drawing made of it adding the rest of the body in a realistic
manner.    The  person  responsible  for  its  display  declared  it  to  be  of  a  savage  nature  and  without
intestines,relyingonasinglestomachandwithoutanapertureforexcreta-arareoccurrencecertainly,
if true.

So much for fish, and now I shaH pass to plants.   Because they are few in number, they will not cause
much  trouble.    For  we  have  decided  not  to  write  about  them  all,  but  only  those  which  you  have
suggested to me (my dear Gesner)2.
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Aboutpeasgrowingspontancously
This pea came into being of its own accord on the east coast of Britain at a certain place in Suffolk
t)etweenthetownsofAldeburghandOrford:and(whatisamazingtorelate)clingingtopebbleswith
nosoilarounditintheautumnof1555,andinsuchgreatprofusionthatitprovidedsufficientfoodfor
thousands of people.

Fig. 1
TheA#;toi:^S{tucrhg.e.a.:^(_A:.:p=_=.e:.sap:o)..rnusthi;v:-5:eflth_efishwhichcadsdescribed,asalltheother

speciesofsturgeonwhabittheMeditermneanorthec;siin-riirirksI:i:ffistry=w".#sut`rfinct

Commerit

"Cleruchus" almost certainly refers to the sturgeon, which would be extremely unco-on in the North

Sea.Caius,whowasagoodanatondst,wasonlygiventheheadtoexamine,anditisnotsulprisingthat
hewaspoHtelyscepticalabouttheabsenceof"anapertureforexcreta".Ihavebeenunabletoidentify
"Cercus".

The "pea" refers to the sea pea (£afkyus /.apon!.cur ssp. marff:fro') which stiu flourishes, though less
profuselythaninthesixteenthandseventeenthcenturies,ontheshinglebeachesbetweenAldeburghand
Prford,andonthespitoflandknounasOrfordNess(seemaps);itisrareelsewhereinBritain.Thepea

#:::ih¥:f|:i9.h]¥::ssa03rtahnecffganrti;co'tpualptitco¥#£ctTocng:£::1:ra#eesp]:[t:rr:a¥:nth=dw:?eorvtea:i:
which is, in this area,  about six feet below the surface.   The plant presumably obtains its nourishment
from rotted seaweed and other organic matter Of the seashore.   Each plant produces  about  1400 seeds
whicharedispersedbythesea;thusthetraditionthattheplantainvedafterashipwreckmaywenbetrue,
thoughthispresupposesthattheseedswerebeingtransportedascargofromanothersitewheretheplant
was abundant.   Camden when traveHing through Suffolk, in or around 1586, to prepare his Brffannid,
commentsthattheseapeawasstmgrowingafterthefamineof1555andwrote:

:e:hmeewufpsearg::nftt::r:,ansodt:astatyh:ht:tj::[[Ssenbo:£tnogbcea:iou:g°hntt::I::::::¥.Shipwreckiswontothervhiles

JohnCaiuswouldhavehadaspecialinterestinthefaunaandfloraofEastAngna.Hefirstdescribedthe
seapeaepisodeas"miraculous"inacontributiontohisfriendConradGesner'sjJislorz.aa#z.neJ!.uns.que
hadmetGesnerinSwitzerlandonhiswaybackfromPaduawherehehadstudiedunderVesalius).

In1570CaiuspubHshedasinrilaraccountinhisDerarorz.#ma#z.rna/I.owaaques'#.pz.%mfoisforfo6(quoted
above).HewasoneofthefirstEnglishauthorstoprovidepersonalobservationsofplaritsandanimals,
though,fromhisdescription,itseemsunlikelythathewasfandiarwiththeseapeaatfirsthand.Inhis
laterdeschptionheomitstheadjective"miraculous",butmakesitclear(whichthefirstaccountdoesnot)
thatthepeawasactuallyconsunedbythelcealinhabitants.

In am indebted to Robert Hauiday's article  "A Suffok miracle?   The Sea Pea Harvest of 1555", for a
definitivehistoryoftheseapeaandthefineof15557.Ihavequotedhisoriginalreferences,whichare
not easily accessible.
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Caius'  thought that  the plant  "clung  by pebbles with  no  soft  around it"  is  in  a  sense  tine.    However,
Winiam Bullein (c.  1510-1576) in  1562  gave  a  more  detafled  description8.   He  described the  root  as
being "more than two fathoms [12 feet] long".   Bullein was born in the Isle of Ely and was appointed
RectorofBlaxhall,aboutsixmilesinlandfromOrford;heleftBlaxhauforCountyDurhamin1554,but
it is possible that he revisited Suffolk in  1555, the year of the famine.   He described the relief of the
famineandthepeaas"butsowenbyman'shandtheywerenot".

It is not known when the sea pea arrived in Suffolk, but its ability to flourish on the coastal area would
havebeendependentonitscapacitytogrownontheunusualhabitatprovidedbyathicklayerOfshingle

[°iear;¥t:n8tsawse:dcyo:p¥inE#¥t&=h::::ur°:::dsflatsmganup¥P&ft:atpho¥::T;3bou:h#wesadthyegou]ti:it£;
of Orford Ness to be level with Orford harbour, but in a later map of c.  1570-1580, it was two  and a
quartermflessouthofthehafoour(itisnowfourandahalfndessouthoftheharbour,extendingtothe
mouthoftheRIverChe)..°ThesouthwardexteusionoftheNessappearstohaveoccunedrapidlyinthe
firsthalfofthesixteenthcentury,andtohavecousistedofshingle,asisthecasetoday;itisprobablethat
the  shingle  beaches  between  Aldeburgh  and  Orford  were  formed  at  the  tine  of this  extension.    AH
commentators  appear to  agree  that  the  growth  of the sea  pea was  a  fairly  recent occurrence,  though
Thomas Jobnson (c. 1595-1644) in revising Gerard's frcrbo/ in 1633 wrote:

Thesepease;whichbytheirgreatincreasedidsuchgoodtothepoorthatyear[1555],withoutdoubt

grewthereformanyyearsbefore,butwerenotobservedtillhungermaaethemtakenoticeofthem.11

It is clear that the plant was much more abundant in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries than it is
today.   John Stow (1555-1605),  referring to the  1555  famine,  estimated that  "the poor gathered (as
men judged) above a hundred quarters"  [28,000 litres][2 and John Ray (1627-1705) who was tutor to
the family of Thomas  Bacon at Friston Ham (about  four miles  inland  and north  of Orford)  visited
Orford a century later,  in  1662,  and found that  the pea Covered  "the whole shingle for half a mile
together",andestimatedtheharvestas100coombs[26,000litres].L3Itisthereforeclearthattheplant
was still flourishing in tbe seventeenth century.

It seems that the pea was either eaten in the green state, with the pod, as with mazge toad or that the
seeds were dried to make soup, or were incorporated into flour, for bread.14

Hallidaystatesthattherewerepoorharvestsintheyears1549and1554,followedbyayearofheavy
rainfall,causingthepriceofbreadtoriseby60%.In1555therewerereportsthatpeoplewereeating
acorns  and  even  animal  dung,  so  the  sea  pea  would  have  been  a  welcome  alternative.    Halliday
estimated that there were approximately eight hundred people living in the region of Aldeburgh and
Orfordatthetimeofthefamine,andthatthepeawouldhaveprovidedonebushel(651itres)foreach
person.'5

In conclusion, John Caius' description of the head of the sturgeon seems remarkably accurate, as was
his account of the relief of the famine I)y the sea pea in 1555.   It is probable that the sea pea became
estabHshed on the beaches between Aldeburgh and Orford and on Orford Ness in the first half of the
sixteenth century, shortly after the shingle beaches were being fomed.



Fig. 2
MapshowingthegradralexterrsionOf-OrfordNessfrom1500topresentday\6

Fig. 3"°o%#o%Vt£:;i:S„dFer:::ffd,pby.:J.+°^h.:S_P.e.d,:Di:__1_f,1.Pi,jjo&ifn,§`themeuth_oftheRiveroresonethreewilessouth

oforfAo%bi3,elf.'fFhreis:::£f::nt=,.,a,`n.:;,B!,n±.I-:;;.(.i^;_i-;'F,6,_,-'_'i.;i,;:;,uy.Js'fo¢f;_%;n'tF:sroefa:i%r,eoeo%;%oa:'i
A[debur8ch:n:±}e%rh°,r:A:t]:?_i:eLn_d_i_n_5_silo_u!l.if;;.i;-ii.;fyifif_.gyi':.ou:8#r.:e%arve%`:snsth°ou%%t#h

Cousiderablewidthperhapsr-efoectingthe;;d;-s-ii-;ii:.b°:;cvhai:nv;;is"e%;:`eiLesns£;.
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Fig. 4
The coastline from Aldeburgh to Alderton taken from an early Q^/entieth century map (M. R. J ames, Surffolk and
Norfolk: a Deranbulation ... (Londorb Dent,1930) pp. 88189).  "Orford Beach", as it is described on the ri'rap,
nowatendssou:ofHollesley,buttheterm"Orfsour:g:;;;:;;;:;[t]illappears,asisthecasewithrecentordnance
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BOMBS IN. COLLEGE ROAD

By A. J. Martin

TherearestillpeopleinFramlinghamwhocanrememberthetownduringtheSecondWorldWar.As
with au major events,  certain memories never leave  us.   Sometimes, however,  our power of recall
playsustricks,andindisputableevidencewhichisbroughttobearlateronshowsusthatthingswere
not always quite what we thought they had been.

The bare  facts  of the  t>omt]ing  of Framlingham  in  this particular  air-raid  are that  at lunchtime  on
Sunday, October 6th, 1940, an aircraft arrived and dropped a stick Of bombs.   One person was killed.
The purpose  of this  article  is  to  enlarge  on  these  statements  by  way  of information which  I  have
gleaned from those  who  witnessed the  event.   There  may  be  readers who  think they  I.emember  a
different  account,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  win  contact  the  Editor's  Correspondence  page  with
corlectious or additions to what follows here.

By  the  autumn  of  1940,  the  Battle  of Britain  was  almost  over,  and  Germany  started  to  turn  its
attention to a prolonged bombing campaign upon England.

At about 1.30 p.in. on October 6th, a Domier bomber came out Of the clouds at Parham.  (This was, of
course, long t)efore the Americans established their base there).   It came in low over the land,  and
some women in the open raced to find shelter for their children.   The aeroplane did not open fire on
them, but there was a search-light nearby and it saved its ammunition for that.   The search-light was
protected by  an anti-aircraft gun nearby, and this swung round to engage the enemy.   However, the
gunjammedandtheaircraftflewontowardsFramlinghamunscathed.

The Dornier arrived over Franhingham at the top end of Fore Street.   It then tuned over the town
towards the west and dropped a high explosive bomb in the Saleyard.   (This w-as a livestock market
which was situated where The Elms sheltered accommodation and car park is now built).   The next
bomb fen in front of the Hitcham's Almshouses and damaged the length of the roof from the porch
northwards.   The third bomb fell behind the Almshouses, causing more damage to the roof on the
west side.   The  fourth exploded harmlessly  in  open  ground between  the  Almshouses  and  College
Road where the Primary School playground now lies.

There  is  a  t)rand-new,  red-brick  house  on  the  east  side  of  College  Road,  just  below  the  road's
bottleneck.   But in 1940, a house stood there which was occupied by Miss Caroline Amelia Harvey.
She was head of the Sir Robert Hitcham's Infants School, which very small children entered before
theywentupintotheBoysorGirlsSchools.Usuany,MissHarveyattendedChurchonaSunday,and
then went to her sister's for lunch.  But on this day, she was slightly unweu and stayed at home.  She
wasmendingherstockingswhenherhousesufferedadirecthitfromthefifthbomb.

These bombs were of a size that carried relatively smau blast power.  They tended not to scatter debris
over a wide area, but rather to cause a house to collapse fi-om the blast.   Consequently, when they
found Miss Harvey, she still sat in her chair: a stocking over one hand and a needle and thread in the
other.  She was sixty-two years old.  Her funeral notice appeared in the Easf AngJjan Pal.Jy rimes on
the following Tuesday,  saying  that she  died  "suddenly",  and that her funeral would be held in St.
Michael's Church at 2.30 p.in. on Thursday.

The sixth bomb demolished the middle of five cottages in a tenace on the west side of College Road.
The occupant was, fortunately, not at home.   This ground was cleared some time after the raid, but
whether  as  a  direct  consequence  of it  is  not known.    It  remained  empty  for over  sixty  years,  but
currently a developer is erecting a terrace of three small dwellings.
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A lady, then a girl, who lived in the lower Of the three old cottages on the cflsf side of the road in tbe
bottleneck said she witnessed the bombing of this property.   She  said she was waiting for Sunday
School when the bomb dropped, but she "didn't take much notice of it".

The   seventh.  bomb   fen   harmlessly   in   the   anotments   where   now   Norfolk   Crescent   stands.
Notwithstanding the limited blast power of the bombs in this raid, a large clod of earth was blown out
of the allotments, and made a trajectory northwards until it entered the roof of the cottage behind the
post-box at the comer of Mount Pleasant and Couege Road.   It landed on the tiving room floor, and
the present occupant says that the resulting repair to the ceiling can still be seen.

No-one, it seems, can bear witDess to more than seven explosions.   However, there is a book in the
Suffolk Record Office in which the Police recorded where bombs fell, parish by parish, and in what
numbers.   Up until October 3f 1941, eight high explosive bombs had fallen on Framlingham.   It is
unlikely that just one further IH bomb was dropped on Framlingham over the next fortnight and, in
fact, through the whole war only twenty-two HE bombs in total fell on the parish - which included
open countryside.  It would appear, therefore, that the Domier dropped a further, eighth, bomb on that
Sunday, and a resident of Norfok Crescent has recently told me that he has heard a rumour than there
is still an unexploded bomb in that vicinity.

There are differing accounts of what happened after the bombs had been dropped.   Some say that the
aeroplane disappeared into  the clouds,  anxious to  get home.    Others  say  that it  machine-gunned  a
group of small boys but did not hit them.  The Ec!sf A#g/jc!# DczjJy rz.mes reports such an occurrence,
but due to the security restrictions, the location of the boys is not given.   Someone said that the plane
tuned back over Fram]ingham and machine-gunned the Hitcham's School.   Others  say  that it shot
some tiles out of the roof between the fourth and fifth bombs, and that one can see today where some
tiles  have  be€n  replaced.    It  was  also  said  at  the  time  that  the  crew  may  have  been  relatively
inexperienced and wished to off-load their bombs and get home.   We do not know where they had
come from nor whether they had dropped bombs on the way to Framlingham or, indeed, afterwards.

One might also wonder why, having arrived at Framlingham and seeing it all spread out below them,
the crew waited unth they were almost over the town before bombing it.   They  could have caused
enormous damage between Fore Street and New Road with seven or eight bombs.   Certainly during
the First World War it was  soon discovered,  to the cost  of the observers  atop them,  that churches
made wonderful look-out posts, and they were soon attacked. to remove this vantage point.

The  Germans  would  surely  have  seen  the  gasometers  in  Albert  Road.    Considerable  secondary
damage would have been caused by a direct hit on this site.

Possibly,  the crew may  not have  recognised  the  school  as such,  but if they  had,  they  would have
known it to be unoccupied on a Sunday.

It is probably not easy to kill people with a machine gun from an aeroplane, especially one less wieldy
than a fighter, but if there was a group of small boys who were shot at, I wonder if the crew reany
tried hard to kill them'or merely to frighten them for fun.  The war was yet young, and the gunner and
the bomb-aimer may themselves have been fathers from a small town like  Framlingham.   Perhaps
they were shightly apprehensive about what they might have been sent to do.

Military activity increased rapidly in Framlingham from this raid onwards.   There was a searchlight
near Lampard Brook and there were military installatious on Castle Meadow.   As in all towns  and
villages, there was a Home Guard, and soldiers were sometimes billeted in homes.

Miss Harvey's house was cleared away and the site then left empty until recently.   Before the builder
cleared the garden, I found there and bought from him an ornamental flower-planter on a pedestal.   I
would like  to  think  that Miss  Harvey  placed  bulbs  in  that  planter just  before  she  died,  and  I  am
pleased that her name is recorded on the new house.
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Miss  Caroline Harvey  in happier times:  she is  third from the right in this picture of  "The Wartime
Children ofFramlingham at the pageant Field", at the Hitcham school sports Day 1939.       .

WithachaowledgerrmuotheHitchamschoolandto¥.rs:I.vely?E_mpso?,who
ldndlyproJidedthiscopy`i]nagefromarlorigivalheldbyMr.TonyMoore

~'

Editor` s Note-.

It is a longstanding tradition in the town of Framlingham that the pilot of the bomber concerned was
in fact an  "old boy'.  of Framlingham  College, and that that stick of bombs was intended to wreak
destruction there.   (I am indebted to Mr. Douglas Woo.ds for this infomation, himself a long-time
resident of College Road and parts adjacent).  As to the truth of this legend, I am unable at this time
to   comment,  though   information   from   local   people   who   were   there   would   be   very   greatly
appreciated.   But regardless of that, folk-memories of this kind aike that relating to the  strafing of
children by the bomber) are icons to be recorded and treasured in the history of this town.

Departure Point

...  a lovely, small village school at Campsey Ash.   There was the Headmistress's cottage next door,
then  the  steep  pitched  roof  and  red  brick  of  the  school  with  its  two  classrooms,  kitch:n  and
cloakrooms.   It had outside toilets and the playground was protected by fuiit I)ushes and senri-wild
flowers.    A  large  swing  was  the  only  "play  equipment".    For  tbe  rest,  the .chfldren  used  their
imagination with stones, logs and the sand that was everywhere.   The school cook and other helpers
were nearly all aunts or relatives Of the children being taught.  Everyone helped at the amual fete or
for school plays or outings.  The vinagers all met twice a day to bring or fetch their children who an
waHfed to school.   The local vicar  ...  gave reugious instruction as it was  a voluntary-aided church
school.    The  chairman  Of  the .Governors  from  the  "Big  House"  gave  prizes  and  reigned  with
benevolence over his flcrek.   It  all worked.   County  inspectors would occasionally visit and depart
quite happily after a nice cup of tea and scones with the Headnristress, reporting presumably that au
was well with Campsey Ash.

•    From:    Paul Briscoe, Fasfer Faffeerjar!d

... quough-on-the-rm, 2002).
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